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It’s almost a wrap
With two days remaining in the extraordinary synod on the family in Rome, our newswire has provided us with far more stories than we have 
space to run. Go online to: www.theleaven.com and scroll down to the bottom for a wide range of stories and videos on the synod. You can view 
additional videos by scrolling up or down on the right-hand side of the video pane.

T
OPEKA — Parish 
ministry offers 
many challeng-
es for a priest, 
including leaky 
roofs, administra-
tive minutiae and 

counseling the troubled.
Few situations at a parish, howev-

er, can compare to being called out of 
bed at 2 a.m. because the Emergen-
cy Room is filled with several people 
suffering life-threatening injuries 
sustained in a car wreck.

“Hospital ministry is a unique 
pastoral ministry,” said Father Peter 
Nwanekezie, a chaplain at St. Fran-
cis Health Center in Topeka. “It is 
a unique pastoral ministry, because 
a greater part of the time, you are 
touching human suffering.”

Any hospital will have doctors of 
various specialties, nurses skilled in 
one type of care or another, and tech-
nicians. They form a team to restore 
health — to save lives.

Priests are not trained in the heal-
ing arts. Even so, they are an import-
ant part of the hospital team, because 
priests are doctors of the soul.  

Often, a health crisis will lead to 
an existential crisis, which also needs 
treatment.

 “[Being a chaplain] is a humbling 
experience,” said Father Diego Cadri, 
also a chaplain at St. Francis. “You see 
people die, you see people struggle, 
you see people affirmed in their faith. 

“And also you see people very an-
gry — [They ask,] ‘Why is this hap-
pening to me? Why is this happening 
to my family?’” 

The hospital chaplain is there to 
treat their souls and walk with them 
through the crucible.

“At the end of the day, you find 

people always go to their spiritual 
roots,” said Father Cadri. “And people 
have a lot of stories about that, too.”

At a time when it can be difficult to 
get even one Catholic priest to serve 
as chaplain at a hospital, St. Francis 
Health Center — the only Catholic 
hospital in the Archdiocese of Kansas 
City in Kansas — is blessed to have 
two. Additionally, the hospital has a 
Lutheran chaplain.

Father Peter Nwanekezie, 57, is 
a priest of the Diocese of Nnewi in 
southeast Nigeria. Father Diego Cad-
ri, 52, is from the Diocese of Arua in 
northwest Uganda.

Father Nwanekezie, ordained on 
April 2, 1989, arrived in Canada in 
2002 and did pastoral work in the 
Archdiocese of Regina, Saskatch-
ewan. He also studied 
counseling and spiri-

tuality at St. Paul University in Otta-
wa. He has chaplain certification.

Father Diego Cadri came to the 
United States in 1997 to study for a 
doctorate in philosophy and theol-
ogy, and a master of arts degree at 
Duquesne University in Pittsburgh. 
He was at Advocate Christ Hospital 
in Chicago, where he did his clini-
cal pastoral education. He became a 
board certified chaplain.

Both priests came to St. Francis 
in 2009 with archdiocesan approval: 
Father Cadri in September and Fa-
ther Nwanekezie in October. They 
replaced a single chaplain who had 
been reassigned. 

“Countries that are more favored 
with human resources share with 

those with fewer human resourc-
es,” said Father Nwanekezie. 

“So, it is a missionary thing. 

St. Francis chaplains hold out grace and hope
Doctors of the soul
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>> See “priests” on page 4

Father Diego Cadri, left, and Father               
peter Nwanekezie serve as chaplains at 
st. Francis Health Center in topeka, the 
only Catholic hospital in the archdiocese.



  just returned 
from our arch-
diocesan Mari-

an pilgrimage. 

One of the great graces 
of these days has been the 
opportunity to celebrate 
Mass at the sites of two of the 
major Marian apparitions — 
Fatima and Lourdes. Another 
great blessing has been the 
chance daily to pray the ro-
sary together with my fellow 
pilgrims.

With the extraordinary 
synod on the family coming 
to a close, I encourage every 
member of the archdiocese 
to pray for the Holy Spirit to 
guide the church in discern-
ing how we can best support 
families to be communities 
where faith and love are nur-
tured and shared. In October 
2015, there will be an ordinary 
Synod of Bishops that will 
also be devoted to the family. 
It will be the task of this 2015 
synod, with the benefit of 
the insights gained from this 
year’s meeting, to propose 
ways in which the church can 
help to strengthen family life.

Of course, to build up 
family life necessarily means 
to identify ways to support 
married couples to live their 
vocation of heroic love. 
Vibrant Christian marriages 
result from a daily decision by 
husbands and wives to seek 
the good and happiness of 
their spouse over and above 
their own desires and plea-
sure. 

If you want to renew and 

strengthen your marriage, 
I encourage you to make a 
“Living in Love” weekend 
retreat. The next one in the 
archdiocese is scheduled 
for Nov. 8-9 at Sacred Heart 
Parish in Shawnee. To learn 
more about “Living in Love” 
retreats and/or to register for 
the November retreat, contact 
our marriage and family life 
office at: famlife@archkck.org 
or call (913) 647-0329.

Christian marriage also 
requires a generosity in 
welcoming new life and being 
willing to embrace the incred-
ible privilege and responsi-
bility to be co-creators with 
God of a new human being. 
The church’s encouragement 
for married couples to be 
generous in their openness 
to children is quite counter- 
cultural. 

If you find this teaching of 
the church difficult or con-
fusing, I urge you to enjoy a 
date night by attending Dr. 
Laurie Heap’s “Prescription 
for a Long and Happy Life.” 
I am confident that you 
will enjoy the evening and 
discover how knowing good 
science can help strengthen 
your relationship. Her next 
presentation is at St. Michael 

Parish in Leawood on Nov. 8. 
Please contact our marriage 
and family life office for more 
information or to register.

Christian parents are called 
literally to lose their own 
lives in giving life and being 
the first and most important 
teachers of their children 
of our Catholic faith. This 
year’s synod was devoted to 
reflecting on the family in 
the context of evangelization. 
Christian families are mis-
sionary in nature. 

First of all, the family is the 
preferred tool that God has 
chosen to pass the faith from 
one generation to the next. 
Moreover, Christian families, 
where the faith is lived and 
celebrated, are inevitably 
filled with joy. Vibrant Catho-
lic families have the ability to 
draw others to Jesus and his 
church.

Recently, I met a woman 
who became Catholic while 
she was in college. When I 
asked her why she became 
Catholic, she said it was 
because of a Catholic family 
that she knew from her child-
hood. She was good friends 
with one of the daughters. 
This woman was attracted 
to the church by the joy and 
love that she observed in this 
family. She had the opportuni-
ty to vacation with this family 
and was impressed with their 
fidelity to participating in 
Mass every Sunday and their 
custom of praying the rosary 
every evening.

From Sept. 22-25, 2015, Phil-
adelphia will host the World 
Meeting of Families. This 
world gathering of families 
is convened by the Catholic 
Church every three to four 
years. Participants will have a 
chance to experience inspir-
ing liturgies and hear some 
world-renowned speakers 
on marriage and family life. 
There are strong indications 
that Pope Francis will come 
for a closing Mass. For more 
information, contact our 
archdiocesan marriage and 
family life office at: famlife@

archkck.org.
Finally, I encourage fam-

ilies to make a special com-
mitment to pray the rosary 
together as frequently as 
possible during the coming 
year. Pray the rosary for your 
own family. Through the 
rosary, we can approach Jesus 
with Mary, asking him to 
provide the necessary graces 
for the bonds of faith and love 
uniting our families to grow 
even stronger. Pray also for 
a renewal of marriage and 
family life within the entire 
church.

The family is the foun-
dation of culture, society, 
the nation and the church. 
Everything is built upon the 
health of the family. Strong 
and loving marriages result in 

healthy and vibrant families. 
Whether we are married 

or not, we all have a stake in 
strong marriages and healthy 
families. For those of us who 
are not married, we also 
should pray the rosary daily, 
asking God’s blessing upon 
married couples and families. 
We can invite Our Lord to 
reveal to us how we can be 
more supportive of married 
couples and parents in their 
vocations. 

In truth, fostering strong 
families is the most important 
single thing that we can do to 
renew our culture and trans-
form our society. As St. John 
Paul II stated on more than 
one occasion, as the family 
goes, so goes the nation.  
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archbishop 
JoSeph F. naumann

calendar

arCHbIsHop
NaumaNN
oct. 19
christ’s Peace house of Prayer 
mass of thanksgiving — Savior 
Pastoral center

Project andrew — Sacred 
heart, Shawnee

oct. 20
“Shepherd’s voice” recording

oct. 21
Priests Personnel meeting

administrative team meeting

annual catholic schools board 
of trustees meeting — Savior 
Pastoral center

oct. 22
confirmation — Immaculate 
conception, valley Falls; cor-
pus christi, mooney creek; and 
St. Joseph, nortonville

oct. 23
Sesquicentennial symposium 
mass — Immaculate concep-
tion, leavenworth

Pastoral visit — Juvenile cor-
rectional center, topeka 

oct. 24
70th anniversary of villa St. 
Francis benefit dinner — as-
cension, overland Park

oct. 25
catholic education Foundation 
“Gaudeamus” dinner — over-
land Park convention center 

oct. 26
mass and blessing of church in-
terior — curé of ars, leawood

Project andrew — christ the 
King, topeka

arCHbIsHop
keleHer
oct. 21-22
bishops’ prayer group, louis-
ville

oct. 23
confirmation — Sacred heart, 
Sabetha; St. augustine, Fideli-
ty; and St. James, Wetmore

oct. 25 
catholic education Foundation 
“Gaudeamus” dinner — over-
land Park convention center

oct. 26
mass — Federal prison 

all of us benefit from healthy and vibrant families

archbishop’s offer to celebrate baptisms 
for children of larger families

to show his personal support for those couples open to raising larger 
families, archbishop Joseph F. naumann has offered to celebrate the 
baptism of the third or greater child of any family (by birth, adoption, 
or blending through valid marriage) interested. the last celebration of 
2014 will be on nov. 16. For 2015, celebrations are scheduled for Jan. 
18, march 15, and may 17. Please contact your parish office for more 
information. additional information is also available from the archdioc-
esan office for liturgy and sacramental life at (913) 647-0330 or online 
at: liturgy@archkck.org.
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K
ANSAS CITY, Kan. — 
You may think you have 
big family reunions, but 
nothing will top next 
year’s World Meeting 
of Families.

The event, from Sept. 22 to 25, 2015, 
will draw an estimated 15,000 people 
to the Pennsylvania Convention Cen-
ter in Philadelphia. And an estimated 
three million are expected for the pa-
pal Mass.

That’s a whole lot of potato salad — 
if the gathering follows the traditional 
family reunion menu.

Families and individuals are encour-
aged to take part in the event, which 
will feature Masses, keynote speakers, 
breakout sessions and informal discus-
sions beyond number and description. 
Interestingly, the event is open to Cath-
olic and non-Catholic families alike.

However, not everyone can come to 
Philadelphia.

That’s why the event’s sponsors — 
the Pontifical Council for the Family, 
and the Archdiocese of Philadelphia — 
have produced a special catechetical 
guide for Catholics, “Love Is Our Mis-
sion: The Family Fully Alive.”

Catholics in the Archdiocese of 
Kansas City in Kansas will be able to 
prepare for the meeting beginning this 
November by purchasing this special 
catechetical document.

“We don’t want this to be lost on 
them,” said Deacon Tony Zimmerman, 
lead consultant for the archdiocesan 
family life office.

The idea of holding a World Meet-
ing of Families originated with Pope 
John Paul II in 1992, and the first was 
held in Rome in 1994. They’ve been 
held every three years ever since. 

The meeting in Philadelphia will be 
the eighth — and the first one held in 
the United States. It comes at a time 
when the family is receiving a lot of 
attention in the church. The extraor-
dinary synod on the family still under-
way in Rome (Oct. 5-19) has been in the 
headlines for weeks now, and another 
synod — the ordinary synod on the 
family — will follow in October 2015. 
Like the synods, the World Meeting of 
Families is likely to draw participation 
from Pope Francis.

“To be able to go there would be a 
wonderful experience for anyone who 
can attend,” said Deacon Zimmerman. 
“[It’s] three days to really step back 
and look at the teachings of the church 
on the family, marriage and sexuality 
— to look at how all of that flows from 
our basic beliefs about Jesus.”

“One of the tragedies of today’s 
world is how our society and culture 
have managed to separate and break 
off different pieces of the totality of 
what it means to be human,” he contin-
ued. “Sexuality is one of the areas that 
has taken the absolute biggest hit. We 
are created male and female, but that 

beauty and mystery has been taken off 
toward sensuality — and sex is becom-
ing an activity, not the great and beau-
tiful thing God has created.”

Why have a World Meeting of Fam-
ilies? And why do archdiocesan Cath-
olics need to study for this event 10 
months before it hap-
pens?

“The family is being 
challenged by the so-
cial and spiritual crises 
evident in our modern 
world,” said Deacon 
Zimmerman. “Look 
around and you’ll see the various ways 
the meaning of family is being rewrit-
ten by our government and culture, 
family bonds being weakened, and bro-
ken families.”

The truth needs to be taught and 
told — and it needs to be defended. A 

space needs to be created to both dis-
cuss and affirm these teachings.

“As we begin starting 10 months out 
from the actual event, we will have 
materials that will allow us to study, 
discuss and pray with others about 
how the church can serve families, 

and how families serve 
the church,” said Dea-
con Zimmerman. “How 
healthy the domestic 
church is has a direct 
impact on the church as 
a whole.”

The preparatory cat-
echesis, “Love is Our Mission,” is an 
easy read, only 120 pages (excluding 
notes). It’s divided into 10 chapters 
with discussion questions at the end of 
each chapter.

“Over the next 10 months, through 
the book ‘Love is Our Mission,’ indi-

viduals and parishes can consider all 
these teachings and sharings, and grow 
deeper in their understanding of what 
the mission of the family is: to bring 
love into the world,” said Deacon Zim-
merman. 

 The love produced in and through 
the family, the domestic church, flows 
out to the whole world and transforms 
it, he said.

“Families who embrace this book 
and the concept behind the World 
Meeting of Families will be like leaven 
in our church and the world, and will 
reclaim the beauty of sexuality and 
marriage,” said Deacon Zimmerman.

“As great as it would be to go to Phil-
adelphia,” he added, “we have a greater 
opportunity over a period of 10 months 
to prepare ourselves and study all this, 
so when the Holy Father comes and the 
event happens, even if we’re not there, 
we can celebrate what is happening.”

Information packets have been sent 
to all parishes. The packet contains 
a letter from Archbishop Naumann, 
a copy of the book and information 
about the themes and the ideas about 
the different ways parishes and indi-
viduals can use the catechesis.

Denise Ogilvie, pastoral associate 
for faith formation at Prince of Peace 
Parish in Olathe, sees several possibil-
ities.

“I think it could be used as really 
good material for small group faith 
sharing among married couples,” she 
said. “[Couples could] meet together 
as a group in homes or maybe have a 
dinner together and discuss the chap-
ters.”

The book could also be used in larg-
er group settings in parishes, where a 
leader could do some teaching based 
on the material and then have peo-
ple break up into smaller discussion 
groups. 

“I think this can be an opportunity 
for parishes to focus on the family for 
the next year,” said Ogilvie. 

Welcome to the family
Local catholics invited to participate in World Meeting of families
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archbishop Charles J. Chaput of philadelphia is pictured in front of the official image of the sept. 
22-27, 2015, world meeting of Families in philadelphia during a press conference regarding the 
event at the vatican. the image is a portrait of the Holy Family by philadelphia artist Neilson Carlin. 

In the know — 
where to go

• The archdiocesan family life of-
fice will publish information about 
each theme for the next 10 months 
in the leaven. 

• Individuals are encouraged to 
get the book “love Is our mission” 
by going to one of two websites. Go 
to: www.osvparish.com, scroll down 
to the icon of the book, click on the 
icon and follow ordering instruc-
tions. or go to: amazon.com and 
type the book title into the search 
box.

• If you would like to go to Phil-
adelphia and take part in the World 
meeting of Families, you can regis-
ter and get information by going to 
the event website at: www.world 
meeting2015.org. 
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KANSAS CITY, Kan. — Ad-
vances in medicine have pro-
duced unprecedented capa-
bilities in providing medical 

care. But they’ve also produced unprec-
edented ethical dilemmas. 

Should the family end hydration and 
nutrition for a loved one? 

Should dialysis continue? 
Should organs be donated — how 

and when?
Should the ventilator or feeding tube 

be removed?
What documents should — and 

shouldn’t — be signed?
What is proportionate care?
To help Catholics facing these and 

other difficult decisions, Archbishop Jo-
seph F. Naumann has created the Arch-
diocesan Ethics Advisory Council.

The 14-member group was estab-
lished to provide expert advice to the 
archbishop in the areas of ethics, espe-
cially medical ethics. Its first meeting 
was on May 28.

“The archdiocese has a joint ethics 
committee that serves three medical 
institutions — Villa St. Francis, Santa 
Marta, and Catholic Community Hos-
pice,” said Father Gary Pennings, vicar 
general and a member of the council.

“And that committee deals primari-
ly with ethical issues with those three 
agencies,” he continued. “However, the 
archbishop wanted a larger body to ad-
vise him on other ethical [issues] and, 
in particular, medical ethical issues.”

New technologies and new challeng-
es are constantly arising, and people 
seek the church’s guidance.

“The archbishop knows the theolog-
ical side, but he needed some people 
who work in the medical and ethical 
fields to advise him on some practical 
issues as he exercises his teaching of-
fice,” he said.

The council’s members include doc-
tors of various specialties, attorneys, 

religious, health care providers, clergy 
and persons with other useful expertise 
and experience. 

The council’s chairman is Dr. Pat 
Herrick, a family practice physician 
with Associates in Family Care of 
Olathe. He is a member of Prince of 
Peace Parish in Olathe. 

Of particular concern are the kinds 
of documents that Catholics are con-
fronted with when they or a loved one 
is sick. 

Sometimes, they’re presented with 
documents during a crisis and simply 
sign things they don’t fully understand. 
Even in nonemergency situations, the 

documents can seem confusing or com-
plicated.

“I can tell you from personal expe-
rience that good and faithful Catholics 
face some rather agonizing decisions, 
and they’re getting conflicting advice,” 
said Dr. Austin Welsh, a member of 
the Erickson Health Medical Group in 
Overland Park and a council member.

“Often a hospital says, ‘We can’t care 
for your loved one,’ and there are cost is-
sues involved,” continued Walsh, a mem-
ber of the Latin Mass Community of St. 
Philippine Duchesne, Westwood. “So, 
the archbishop and the priests are the 
ones who very often have to advise pa-

rishioners with those difficult decisions.”
For the time being, the council will 

restrict itself to broad policy concerns 
and not deal with individual cases ex-
cept for study purposes.

“It might use an anonymous case for 
internal training, to do a case study to 
wrestle with issues,” said Father Pen-
nings. “But normally not. That would be 
something for the joint ethics commit-
tee to deal with, the [individual ethical] 
cases that would arise at those institu-
tions. The council looks at the larger 
picture, the more theoretical, and then 
also helping in formation of Catholics 
in the area of medical ethics.”

archbishop forms ethics advisory council
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archbishop Joseph F. Naumann has created the archdiocesan ethics advisory Council, a 14-member group to provide expert advice to him in the areas 
of ethics, especially medical ethics. 

By Joe Bollig
joe@theleaven.com

KANSAS CITY, Kan. — You 
love your parents, right? And 
your spouse and kids, too?

If you’ve said “yes” to either 
of these two questions, you’ve probably 
taken many opportunities 
to express that love over the 
years. 

The Marian consecration 
to Jesus through Mary is 
pretty much the same kind 
of thing, according to Father 
Andrew Strobl, archdioce-
san director of evangeliza-
tion.

“It’s a particular expres-
sion of love,” he said. “Mari-
an consecration is like taking 
[an expression of love] to a 
more consistent level. It’s 
not just a one-time thing. Af-
ter we consecrate ourselves 
to Our Lady, we’re saying, 
‘I want to come to Jesus 
through Mary all the time.’”

After all, who gets tired of 
hearing, “I love you”? Love is 
not redundant, he said.

This fall, the archdiocese is making 
a massive effort to give all Catholics an 
opportunity to make this “particular ex-

pression of love” by undertaking a do-it-
yourself retreat using the book “33 Days 
to Morning Glory,” by Father Michael 
Gaitley. 

The genius of the preparation for the 
consecration is the book. Everything you 
need to know and do is in the book. It’s a 
simple read and lots of people have done 

it, said Father Strobl.
The preparation begins on 

Nov. 5 and continues to Dec. 
8, which Archbishop Joseph F. 
Naumann has set as the date 
for the archdiocesan-wide 
consecration.  

This is the solemnity of 
the Immaculate Concep-
tion, also the patronal feast 
of the archdiocese. People 
can either make the conse-
cration or renew their con-
secration on Dec. 8.

People can get find out 
how to get their books by 
contacting their parish of-
fices. The book  is available 
in English and Spanish.

The idea for an archdi-
ocesan-wide consecration 
came from Father Brian 

Schieber, pastor of St. Michael the Arch-
angel Parish in Leawood. 

“We [archdiocesan priests] were 
blessed to have Father Michael Gaitley 

lead our presbyteral retreat this past 
June,” said Father Schieber. “He conclud-
ed the retreat by encouraging us to make 
the total consecration to Jesus through 
Mary. He said giving yourself totally to 
Jesus through Mary is the quickest way 
to holiness.”

This was something Father Schieber 
planned for his own parish, but he was 
inspired to do more.

“I thought it would be more powerful 
and receive much broader participation 
if Archbishop Naumann would lead us 
in doing it,” said Father Schieber. “The 
archbishop led people . . . in doing this [a 
couple of years ago], so . . . I simply asked 
if he would be willing to lead us again.”

This time, the initiative is being facil-
itated jointly by the archdiocesan office 
of evangelization and the family life of-
fice.  In conjunction with the two synods 
on the family in Rome — one this Octo-
ber and one next — archdiocesan Catho-
lics who wish to are encouraged to make 
the family the special intention of their 
consecration.

“The whole point of a consecration 
is to set yourself apart for a special pur-
pose,” said Father Strobl. “In the same 
way, the idea of a consecration in our 
spiritual life is to set ourselves apart for 
a particular purpose.”

“At our baptisms, we were consecrat-
ed for Jesus Christ — set aside to live for 

Christ,” he continued. “A Marian con-
secration is an extension of that conse-
cration at baptism. This is a way to be 
intentional about that baptismal conse-
cration.”

The Blessed Virgin Mary gave her-
self totally to the vocation of being the  
Mother of God. This needs to be taken 
seriously.

“When we try to follow in the foot-
steps of Christ, we want to imitate what 
he did,” said Father Strobl. 

“So the idea of a Marian conse-
cration is for us — just as Jesus gave 
himself to us through Our Lady in the 
incarnation — to return our hearts 
to God in the same way, through Our 
Lady,” he continued. “It’s not a way to 
go around Jesus, but a way to take our 
baptism seriously.”

Although an opportunity to undertake 
the preparation and make the consecra-
tion is open to all, there is no expectation 
that everyone will take this opportunity.

“Like any sacramental and devotion, 
it’s not necessary, but is an opportunity,” 
he said.

It is conceivable that people could un-
dergo the preparation and decide to for-
go the consecration on Dec. 8, he said. 
The consecration should not be under-
taken casually. Whether or not a person 
does this depends on whether or not 
they feel God is calling them to do this.

initiative launched for archdiocesan-wide Marian consecration

to join the archdioce-
san-wide consecration to            
Jesus through mary, call 
your parish office for how 
to get your copy of “33 
Days to morning Glory,” by 
Father michael Gaitley. 

4  LocaL neWs theleaven.com   |   octobeR 17, 2014

The dioceses cooperate in sharing the 
resources they have.”

Although they sometimes assist at To-
peka parishes — Father Nwanekezie lives 
at Mater Dei’s rectory — their primary 
duty is to cover the hospital. 

This produces two benefits for Tope-
ka-area Catholics. One, a Catholic priest 
is usually available at the hospital. And 
two, it takes a load off of Topeka pastors, 
who are spared the responsibility of pro-
viding coverage to the hospital in addi-
tion to their parishes. 

The two priests work as a team. They 
are both available during the day, cover-
ing different areas of the hospital. And 
they alternate possession of the pager to 
respond to evening and weekend calls.

“It is a blessing to have two priests in a 
hospital like this, because when you look 
around nationwide, you see a shortage of 
priests and of priests who are also trained 
as chaplains and are board certified,” said 
Father Cadri.

The chaplains minister not only to the 
patients, but also to the patients’ families 
and the hospital staff. 

Although hospital chaplaincy is not 
the same as parish ministry, the two 
priests administer almost all the sacra-
ments — the exceptions being confirma-
tion and holy orders. 

Much of their work is not sacramen-
tal, but, instead, a ministry of  listening 
to the patients’ stories and walking with 
them through their ordeal.

“When you see yourself in the hospi-
tal, there is this sense of danger — ‘My 
life is in danger,’ is what most individuals 
who come to the hospital most time feel,” 
said Father Nwanekezie.

“When they feel that way, they need 
a companion, a friend, someone to reas-
sure them that ‘I am here for you. The 
journey may be tough, but you are not 
alone,’” he said.

When a chaplain empathizes with 
those he ministers to, he shares some of 
his own human vulnerability.

There are moments of joy — like 
when the hospital intercom plays a harp 
version of Brahms’ “Lullaby” — and mo-
ments of crisis when a code blue signals 
that someone is need of immediate med-
ical attention.

Some of those moments are seared into 
the memories of Father Nwanekezie and 
Father Cadri — keeping watch with a fam-
ily as their first child died in its parents’ 
arms, a stabbing victim of domestic vio-
lence, a mother grieving her teenage son 
shot dead in a gang-related incident, and 
telling a man that his illness is terminal.

The memories are painful and joyful, 
happy and sad, but always contain ele-
ments of grace and mystery. Chaplains 
are ministers of hope.

“In the midst of that loss, there is 
another future hope story,” said Father 
Nwanekezie, using the example of a fam-
ily that lost a child. “Life is not ended. 
This is not the end. It may be very sad. 
It may be very tragic. They may be very 
disappointed.”

“But there is still this hope, and that 
is so much in the life and ministry of a 
chaplain — that we still have hope,” he 
continued. “With our faith in God, and 
everything we have in our humanity, 
there is still hope that some good come 
out of this. 

“Most families hang on this hope and 
are able to cope.”

>> continued from page 1

priests work 
as a team at 
st. francis

Great pumpkINs
Conner lau, son of tom and tammy lau of sacred Heart 
parish, tonganoxie, enjoys the parish pumpkin patch on 
oct. 12. proceeds from the patch will go toward sending 
students to the 2015 National Catholic Youth Conference in 
Indianapolis. the pumpkin patch is open to the public daily 
until oct. 31. Hours are 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. monday through 
thursday, and noon to 8 p.m. Friday through sunday. For 
more information, call (913) 369-8697.

pIlGrIm’s proGress
archbishop Joseph F. Naumann joins pilgrims in a candle-
light procession in Fatima, portugal, on oct. 9. the pilgrim-
age, which began oct. 7, honors mary — the patroness of 
the archdiocese of kansas City in kansas — in a special 
way as the group tours marian shrines and rome. the pil-
grimage includes stops in portugal, spain, France and Italy, 
and was planned to celebrate the 25th anniversary of the 
Catholic Foundation of Northeast kansas.
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richard and Jeraldine (pleimann) 
W i t t h a r , 
members of 
church of 
the ascen-
sion, over-
land Park, 
celebrated 
their 50th 
w e d d i n g 
a n n i v e r -

sary with a dinner with family and friends 
and a cruise this past august. the couple 
was married on oct. 17, 1964, at St. Francis 
Xavier church, Kansas city, missouri. their 
children and their spouses are: d’ann and 
michael Keilman, tracy and alan addison, 
and Sandra Warder. they also have eight 
grandchildren and four great-grandchildren.

Mike and Jesdon (Haake) McCow-
en, members of 
church of the na-
tivity, leawood, 
will celebrate 
their 50th wed-
ding anniversary 
on oct. 25 with 
a mass at the 
church, celebrat-
ed by Father mi-
chael rice, who 
officiated at their 

wedding. the couple was married on oct. 
23, 1964, at visitation church, Kansas city, 
missouri. the couple has three daughters 
and 11 grandchildren.

Mary Ann (schehrer) and rex Nicolay, 
members of holy 
Family Parish, eu-
dora, celebrated 
their 60th wed-
ding anniversary 
on oct. 2. the cou-
ple was married on 
oct. 2, 1954, by Fa-
ther Paul miller at 
holy Family. their 
children and their 
spouses are: mark 

nicolay, eudora; and monte and lori nicolay, 
Spring hill. they also have three grandchil-
dren and three great-grandchildren.

Diane (rethman) and John Mulryan, 
members of Sts. 
Peter and Paul 
Parish, Seneca, 
celebrated their 
50th wedding an-
niversary on oct. 
12 with a mass 
and blessing at the 
church, followed 
by a dinner and an 
open house. the 
couple was mar-

ried on oct. 12, 1964, at St. mary church, St. 
benedict. their children and their spouses 
are: robert and natalie mulryan, eudora; 
michael and Shara mulryan, haysville; and 
mary alice mulryan (deceased). they also 
have two grandchildren, two step-grandchil-
dren and four step-great-grandchildren.

Linda (Gockel) and Larry Levret, mem-
bers of St. 
John the 
martyr Par-
ish, new 
York, new 
York (long-
time mem-
bers of holy 
Spirit Parish, 
o v e r l a n d 

Park, until april of this year), celebrated their 
50th wedding anniversary on aug. 29 with 
family. the couple was married on aug. 29, 
1964, at Sts. Peter and Paul church, Seneca. 
their children and their spouses are: cara 
and Patrick carroll, Winnetka, Illinois; and 
laine levret de melo, new York, new York. 
they also have three grandchildren.

Carol (ishum) and Frank Yurchak, mem-
bers of St. Pius X 
Parish, mission, 
will celebrate their 
50th wedding an-
niversary on oct. 
24. the couple 
was married on 
oct. 24, 1964, at 
the cathedral of 
St. Peter, Kansas 
city, Kansas. their 
children and their 

spouses are: Paul and caye Yurchak, olathe; 
and teresa hansell, Gardner. they also have 
six grandchildren and four great-grandchil-
dren. the couple will celebrate with family.

Join Us as We 
celebrate 150 years 
of carmel in america

Chanticleer
anniversary concert
St. Joseph church
306 n. broadway
leavenworth, KS
Friday, october 24, 2014, 7:30 Pm

John Allen, Jr.
communion breakfast & Presentation

“the church in a changing World: 
carmel’s new Frontier”

June’s northland restaurant
6th & Pottawatomie, leavenworth, KS 
Saturday, october 25, 2014, 9:00 am

ticket information
chanticleer concert ticket: $40
John allen breakfast ticket: $30

combined chanticleer & John allen ticket: $60

You may purchase tickets on-line at www.Carmel150.org; 
or at the Immaculate Conception-St. Joseph Parish Office, 

747 Osage St., Leavenworth, KS 66048, phone (913)682-3953

Concrete Work
Any type of repair and new work

Driveways, Walks, Patios
Member of Queen of the Holy Rosary Parish

Harvey M. Kascht (913) 262-1555
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tices. 
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children; 
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sister Carmen echevarria, sCl
leavenWorth — Sister carmen eche-

varria, 83, a Sister of charity of leaven-
worth, died oct. 1 at the motherhouse 
here. She was formerly known as Sister 
Johannes.

the daughter of John and leona mal-
loy echevarria 
was born on dec. 
25, 1930, in butte, 
montana. She grew 
up in the shadow of 
the lexington mine 
and St. lawrence 
church in Walker-
ville, montana.

according to 
her autobiography, 
she loved school 
because it brought 

with it the chance to be with other chil-
dren, since she had no brothers or sisters. 

after graduating from St. lawrence 
Grade School, she went to Girls’ central 
high School. after graduating from there, 
she spent her freshman year of college at 
Saint mary in leavenworth. She entered 
the community of the Sisters of charity of 
leavenworth in 1950. as Sister Johannes, 
she made her profession of vows on aug. 
15, 1952. She later returned to the use of 
her baptismal name.

Sister carmen earned a bachelor’s de-
gree in art from Saint mary college, leav-
enworth, and a master’s in art from high-
lands University in las vegas, new mexico. 
a talented artist, Sister carmen not only 
taught art but also had her work exhibited 
in montana and Kansas.

She spent 33 years teaching in the 
classroom: 11 in grade schools, 11 in high 
schools, and 11 in college. 

after a year’s sabbatical at ministry 
training Services in denver in 1980, Sister 
carmen worked in ministries in spirituality, 
giving retreats and doing spiritual direc-
tion. this took her to various retreat hous-
es and spirituality centers in Washington, 
including the Focus Program at Gonzaga 
University in Spokane, and Stillpoint Spir-
ituality center in Seattle. From there, she 
went to the loyola retreat house in Port-
land, oregon, and to the Spiritual life cen-
ter in Wichita. Sister carmen also enjoyed 
ministry to the elderly in holy rosary Par-
ish in billings, montana. 

She retired to the motherhouse in 2004.

Serving 
from the 

Heart
sister Fabiola Fernandez and mary sul-
livan share a light moment during the 
serving from the Heart Gala on oct. 4 
at Church of the ascension in overland 
park. the gala benefits the needs of 
the sisters, servants of mary.

attendees had the opportunity to bid 
on hundreds of silent auction items 
throughout the night including ev-
erything from trips to religious home 
décor.

pHotos bY susaN mCspaDDeN

MSGR. THOMAS TANK
and

CHRIST’S PEACE HOUSE OF 
PRAYER ADVISORY BOARD

invite you to the annual

Mass of  
Thanksgiving 

with

ARCHBISHOP 
JOSEPH F. NAUMANN

Sunday, October 19, 2014 at Noon

SAVIOR PASTORAL CENTER
12601 Parallel Parkway 

Kansas City, Kansas 66109

A reception and brief  presentation will immediately 
follow in the Keleher Conference Center.

Christ’s Peace House of  Prayer Advisory Board
Mary Ann Caffrey * Tim Chik * Charles & Mary Lou Dixon 

Vince Eimer * Gary & Susan Friedrichsen * Tim & Rita Herken 
* Father Matthew Schiffelbein * Michael Shirley

Wagner’s 
Mud-Jacking Co.
Specializing in Foundation Repairs

Mud-jacking and Waterproofing.  
Serving Lawrence, Topeka 

and surrounding areas.
Topeka (785) 233-3447   

Lawrence (785) 749-1696
In business since 1963

www.foundationrepairks.com

Want to help someone heal from an abortion?

Call Toll Free  888-246-1504
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A
T C H I S O N 
— Could 
the airplane 
have been 
i n v e n t e d 
without Wil-
bur working 

with Orville?
Probably. But by working to-

gether, the Wright Brothers got 
their crate in the air first.

The relationship between 
brothers can be a wonderful 
thing — especially when they 
share more than genes.  

Two monks at St. Bene-
dict’s Abbey in Atchison share 
a brotherhood twice over. Not 
only are they both monks, 
they’re brothers by blood.  

On June 1, Abbot Emeritus 
Barnabas Senecal and Father 
Gerard Senecal celebrated 
their 50th and 60th ordination 
anniversaries, respectively, to-
gether, at St. Benedict Parish in 
Atchison.

But it wasn’t until a month 
or so later, when Father Ge-
rard finished up his assignment 
in St. Marys, that the brothers 
were, at long last, back home — 
or at least in the same town — 
again. 

More than most of the 
monks, these two men’s studies 
and ministries have led them 
far afield. 

But even when they haven’t 
occupied the same row in the 
abbey choir, they’ve neverthe-
less been a constant source of 
support and example to each 
other.

right from the 
beginning

The two Senecals were born 
and raised in Atwood, in the far 
northwest corner of Kansas. 

Father Gerard (born John 
Carl) is the elder brother, and 
he was eight years old when 
the abbot was born in the fam-
ily home.

“I remember Dr. C.E. Hen-
neberger coming into the bed-
room I shared with my brother 
Bill,” said Father Gerard. “He 

had a twin in each arm, at 7 a.m. 
That’s my memory.”

It was a double surprise to 
the family. Not only did their 
mother have twins, but they 
were both boys. 

“The fact is, [my parents] 
had three boys and they real-
ly wanted a girl,” said Abbot 
Barnabas. “Dad said to Mom, 
‘Was it a girl?’ 

“‘No, Dad — it was two boys 
[she told him].’”

Those twins — Albert Tim-
othy and Gilbert Thomas (the 
abbot) — rounded out the XY 
chromosome contingent of the 
Atwood Senecals. After that, 
Lionel John and Clara Jose-
phine Senecal finally had three 
girls.

All the children attended the 

local public grade school. Fa-
ther Gerard, ever the good big 
brother, shepherded the twins 
— who went by their middle 
names  — to school.

“All of us had the same sec-
ond- grade teacher, Emma Jean 
Howland,” said Father Gerard. 
“[Barnabas] explained to her, 
‘Don’t worry about Tim — he 
cries all the time at home, too.’”

The family lived very close 
to the church, which had Ca-
puchin Franciscans as pastors. 
The parents of the Senecal 
boys put a high value on Cath-
olic education, so they decided 
to send them off to Catholic 
boarding school. 

They might have chosen the 
Capuchin Franciscan-operat-
ed St. Joseph Military Acad-
emy in Hays, but instead they 
sent them to Maur Hill Prep in 
Atchison. The choice was prob-
ably due to the fact that the 
children’s uncle, Father Luc-
ien Senecal, OSB, was a monk 
of St. Benedict’s Abbey. Father 
Lucien taught at St. Benedict’s 
College and died in 1972.

two ships passing
Both Abbot Barnabas and Fa-

ther Gerard attended Maur Hill 
and then St. Benedict’s College, 
now Benedictine College.

In those days, boys entered 
the priesthood track in high 
school and the novitiate after 
their sophomore year in col-
lege. For the two Senecals, their 
vocations seemed to grow on 
them as they progressed.

“Wherever I was in school, I 
had a brother or an older broth-
er in school with me,” said Ab-
bot Barnabas. “We never talked 
that much about: ‘What are you 
going to do when you grow up?’ 
We all liked the sense of com-
munity in high school, and it 
was all Benedictine monks who 
taught.”

Father Gerard, naturally, led 
the way. He became a novice in 
1948, professed his first vows 
in 1949, and final vows in 1952. 
Abbot Barnabas entered the 
novitiate in 1957, professed first 
vows in 1958, and final vows in 
1961.

Father Gerard was ordained 
a priest in 1954; Abbot Barnabas 
was ordained 10 years later.

By the time Abbot Barnabas 
was entering the novitiate and 

making his vows, Father Gerard 
was well on his way to earn-
ing a master’s and a doctorate 
in physics at the University 
of Michigan and Kansas State 
University. 

Throughout the 1960s, Fa-
ther Gerard taught physics at 
St. Benedict’s College and did 
research for agencies ranging 
from NASA to the Atomic En-
ergy Commission.  He also did 
pastoral work on weekends.

Abbot Barnabas, in the 
meantime, taught at Maur Hill 
and did graduate work in histo-
ry and education. Later, he did 
pastoral work in the Archdio-
cese of Kansas City in Kansas.

While Father Gerard was 
leading St. Benedict’s through 
the merger with Mount St. 
Scholastica and setting the 
course for the combined Bene-
dictine College (1972-1987), Ab-
bot Barnabas was a teacher and 
headmaster at Maur Hill (1966 
to 1990), where he lived with a 
small community of monks.

Consequently, they shared 
only briefly the common life 
of the monastery. But they had 
their moments.

“I was a barber for six years 
[in the monastery], and I cut 
other guys’ hair,” said Father 
Gerard. “I cut [Tim and the ab-
bot’s] hair a lot.”

“You know, I don’t remem-
ber that,” said Abbot Barnabas. 
“But we did cut each other’s 
hair, until you did a really bad 
job.”

They had more opportu-
nities to spend time together 
when their parents moved to 
Atchison in 1972. Their father 
died in 1976, and their mother 
died in 1992.

“A memorable time was 
when our mother lived across 
the street [from St. Benedict 
Church],” said Abbot Barnabas. 
“Father Gerard was president of 
the college and I was in charge 
at Maur Hill. He’d cook supper 
at the house for my mother, for 
himself and me. And we’d talk 
about school work then.”

a good message sent
Back in the days when they 

made their vows, it wasn’t un-
usual to have brother-pairs in 
monasteries. Just reminisc-
ing together, the two Senecals 
could think of at least 10 at St. 
Benedict’s Abbey.

“It’s unusual today for sever-
al reasons,” said Abbot Barna-
bas. “Families are smaller and 
there aren’t the same programs 
of common preparation. Guys 
who come to the monastery to-
day come from very different 
geographical and educational 
experiences. Today, it doesn’t 
happen.”

Having a brother monk who 
was also a brother had some 

advantages. A big one was in-
spiration. 

Father Gerard admires his 
little brother’s leadership abil-
ities. 

“He’s a good man,” he said. 
“People respect him for his 
leadership qualities and what 
he has done for the communi-
ty.”

Among other things, Ab-
bot Barnabas admires his big 
brother’s achievements in sci-
ence and high education.

“Father Gerard speaks with a 
clear voice,” said Abbot Barna-
bas. “He made a lot of friends 
in Atchison from his years of 
pastoral work, at the abbey and 
college, and at Maur Hill.”

Abbot Barnabas being elect-
ed and leading the communi-
ty from 1994 to 2012 did not 
change their relationship, but 
they did collaborate.

“It was my task to give [Fa-
ther Gerard] a significant ap-
pointment,” said Abbot Barn-
abas. “He helped start our 
[abbey] development office. I 
wrote most of the thank-you 
letters, and he did the contacts 
and the record- keeping.”

This past summer, Father 
Gerard concluded a stint as 
pastor of Immaculate Concep-
tion Parish in St. Marys and St. 
Stanislaus Parish in Rossville. 
Now, he assists in the abbey 
development office and lives in 
the abbey.

For the past year, Abbot 
Barnabas has served as associ-
ate pastor at St. Benedict Par-
ish in Atchison and lives in the 
rectory. 

In some ways, nothing has 
changed. They are brothers 
still — twice over — among 
many brothers. They share a 
common blood, vocation and 
purpose. It’s even in their name.

“Senecal is a French-Canadi-
an name,” said Abbot Barnabas.

“It means ‘messenger,’” said 
Father Gerard. “We hope we 
bring a good message.”

brothers 
serve as 
Messengers 
of god

photo couRteSY oF Rox Stec

kathy vandeloo, former secretary of st. benedict’s parish in atchison, congratulates Father Gerard senecal on the 60th anniversary of his ordination and on the ded-
ication of the parish school’s gymnasium in his name.

photo couRteSY oF Rox Stec

Greeting abbot emeritus barnabas senecal following the June 1 mass celebrating his and Father Gerard’s 50th and 60th 
anniversaries as priests are, clockwise from left: Clare (senecal) kearney, the abbot’s sister; karen wuenstel, a member of 
mater Dei parish, topeka; and tippi Flerlage, a member of Immaculate Conception parish, st. marys.

FatHer GerarD 
seNeCal, osb
• Born John Carl Senecal in 
atwood on July 27, 1929
• Graduated Maur Hill Prep 
in 1946
• Studied at St. Benedict’s 
college, 1946-1948
• Entered St. Benedict’s 
abby novitiate in 1948
• Priestly ordination May 29, 
1954
• University of Michigan, mas-
ter’s degree in physics, 1958
• Kansas State University, 
doctorate in physics, 1963
• Taught physics at St. Ben-
edict’s college, rising to be-
come chairman of the phys-
ics department, 1962 to 1970
• Research at various in-
stitutions and universities, 
1966 to 1971
• President of Benedictine 
college for three five-year 
terms, 1972 to 1987
• Development and admis-
sions work, and on various 
boards, 1987 to 1993
• Various pastoral assign-
ments, 1994 to 2013
• Presently doing devel-
opment work and offering 
weekend assistance to area 
parishes

abbot emerItus 
barNabas 
seNeCal, osb
• Born Gilbert Thomas Sen-
ecal in atwood on oct. 16, 
1937
• Graduated from Maur Hill 
Prep in 1955
• Studied at St. Benedict’s 
college, 1955-1960
• Entered St. Benedict’s Ab-
bey novitiate in 1957
• St. Benedict’s College, 
bachelor’s in history, 1960
• Priestly ordination, 1964
• Graduate work in history 
and education at the Uni-
versity of Kansas, summers 
1967 to 1972; emporia State 
University; and University 
of missouri-Kansas city in 
1979. earned master of arts 
from eSU in 1976.
• Taught at St. Benedict’s 
college from 1964-1965
• Teaching and administra-
tive roles at maur hill Prep 
1966 to 1990, rising to be-
come headmaster
• Elected and served as ab-
bot from 1994 to 2012
• Various pastoral assign-
ments, 2013 to present.

In his time as a monk at 
St. benedict’s abbey in 
atchison, abbot James 
albers, oSb, has gotten to 

know — and to appreciate 
— the two Senecal brothers.

“What I appreciate about 
abbot barnabas is his ability 
to understand situations and 
allow his compassion to en-
ter into that situation, what-
ever it might be,” said ab-
bot James. “he has a great 

a b i l i t y 
to listen 
and to re-
spond as 
the Spir-
it guides 
him. . . . 
he begins 
with all 
the infor-
mation in 
front of 

him before he moves for-
ward with any decision.

“and [I appreciate] Father 
Gerard’s willingness to reach 
out to people in their need. 
he is very beloved by many 
for his visits to hospitals and 
nursing homes. If he sees 
something that needs to be 
done, he does it — with a 
great amount of energy. he’s 
constantly on the go.”

both abbot barnabas 
(whom abbot James suc-
ceeded in 2012) and Father 
Gerard are highly accom-
plished, highly educated and 
hugely dedicated men.  both 
men have tackled an amaz-
ing variety of ministries and 
assignments.

“they have tremendous 
abilities to adapt to whatever 
situation they’ve been asked 
to take on,” said abbot James. 

“Father Gerard early on 
got his doctorate in physics 
and became a successful 
professor,” he noted. “he be-
came president [of benedic-
tine college] at a time when 
catholic higher education 
was in peril in the United 
States. It wasn’t an easy job. 
he was able to sustain the 
college to the point when it 
could be enlivened. It’s an in-
credible accomplishment.”

Just one fruit of Father 
Gerard’s “can-do” attitude 
is the role he played in fund-
raising for a new catholic 
elementary school in atchi-
son after the previous one 
burned down. he also com-
mented on abbot barnabas’ 
pastoral acumen and ability 
to minister to individuals 
and families.

“I don’t think any partic-
ular accomplishment of ei-
ther of them says who they 
are,” said abbot James, “but 
their ability to really affect 
the lives of others is the 
greatest gift they’ve allowed 
God to work through them.

“they have a desire to 
help. they might come from 
different approaches but, in 
the end, they each have a 
desire to bring God to others 
and make God live in other’s 

lives.”

aN abbot 
appreCIates

abbot James 
albers, osb

“[abbot barnabas 
is] a good man.
people respect him 
for his leadership 
qualities and what 
he has done for the 
community.”

“father gerard 
speaks with a clear 
voice. he made a 
lot of friends in 
atchison from his 
years of pastoral 
work, at the abbey 
and college, and at 
maur hill.”
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By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — In 
strikingly conciliatory lan-
guage on situations contrary 
to Catholic teaching, an offi-

cial midterm report from the Synod of 
Bishops on the family emphasized calls 
for greater acceptance and appreciation 
of divorced and remarried Catholics, co-
habitating couples and homosexuals.

“It is necessary to accept people in 
their concrete being, to know how to 
support their search, to encourage the 
wish for God and the will to feel fully 
part of the church, also on the part of 
those who have experienced failure or 
find themselves in the most diverse sit-
uations,” Hungarian Cardinal Peter Erdo 
of Esztergom-Budapest told Pope Francis 
and the synod Oct. 13.

Cardinal Erdo, who as the synod’s re-
lator has the task of guiding the discus-
sion and synthesizing its results, gave a 
nearly hourlong speech that drew on the 
synod’s first week of discussions.

“Homosexuals have gifts and quali-
ties to offer to the Christian communi-
ty,” the cardinal said. “Often, they wish 
to encounter a church that offers them a 
welcoming home. Are our communities 
capable of providing that, accepting and 
evaluating their sexual orientation, with-
out compromising Catholic doctrine on 
the family and matrimony?”

The statement represents a marked 
shift in tone on the subject for an official 
Vatican document. While the Catechism 
of the Catholic Church calls for “respect, 
compassion and sensitivity” toward ho-
mosexuals, it calls their inclination “ob-
jectively disordered.” A 1986 document 
from the Congregation for the Doctrine 

of the Faith called homosexuality a 
“more or less strong tendency ordered 
toward an intrinsic moral evil.” In 2003, 
the doctrinal congregation stated that 
permitting adoption by same-sex couples 
is “gravely immoral” and “would actually 
mean doing violence to these children.”

While Cardinal Erdo said that same-
sex unions present unspecified “moral 
problems” and thus “cannot be consid-
ered on the same footing” as traditional 
marriage, he said they also can exemplify 
“mutual aid to the point of sacrifice [that] 
constitutes a precious support in the life 
of the partners.”

He noted that the “church pays special 
attention to the children who live with 
couples of the same sex, emphasizing 

that the needs and rights of the little ones 
must always be given priority.”

The cardinal said a “new sensitivity 
in the pastoral care of today consists in 
grasping the positive reality of civil mar-
riages and . . . cohabitation,” even though 
both models fall short of the ideal of sac-
ramental marriage.

“In such unions, it is possible to grasp 
authentic family values or at least the 
wish for them,” he said. “All these situa-
tions have to be dealt with in a construc-
tive manner, seeking to transform them 
into opportunities to walk toward the 
fullness of marriage and the family in the 
light of the Gospel. They need to be wel-
comed and accompanied with patience 
and delicacy.”

Similarly, the cardinal said, divorced 
and civilly remarried Catholics deserve 
an “accompaniment full of respect, avoid-
ing any language or behavior that might 
make them feel discriminated against.”

Cardinal Erdo noted that various bish-
ops supported making the annulment 
process “more accessible and flexible,” 
among other ways, by allowing bishops 
to declare marriages null without requir-
ing a trial before a church tribunal.

One of the most discussed topics 
at the synod has been a controversial 
proposal by German Cardinal Walter 
Kasper that would make it easier for 
divorced and civilly remarried Catho-
lics to receive Communion, even with-
out an annulment of their first, sacra-
mental marriages.

Cardinal Erdo said some synod 
members had spoken in support of 
the “present regulations,” which admit 
such Catholics to Communion only if 
they abstain from sexual relations, liv-
ing with their new partners as “brother 
and sister.”

But the cardinal said other bishops at 
the assembly favored a “greater opening” 
to such second unions, “on a case-by-case 
basis, according to a law of graduality, 
that takes into consideration the distinc-
tion between state of sin, state of grace 
and the attenuating circumstances.”

The synod is not supposed to reach 
any definitive conclusions, but set the 
agenda for a larger world synod to be 
held Oct. 4-25, 2015, which will make rec-
ommendations to the pope. Cardinal Lo-
renzo Baldisseri, general secretary of the 
synod, announced Oct. 13 that the theme 
of next year’s assembly will be: “The vo-
cation and mission of the family in the 
church and in the modern world.”

FamIlY SYnod mIdteRm RepoRt

cnS photo/paul haRInG

pope Francis listens as Italian Cardinal lorenzo baldisseri, general secretary of the synod of bish-
ops, left, speaks during the morning session of the extraordinary synod of bishops on the family 
at the vatican oct. 13. at right is Cardinal peter erdo of esztergom-budapest, Hungary, relator for 
the synod.

Working document summarizes range of viewpoints

By Francis X. Rocca
Catholic News Service

VATICAN CITY (CNS) — 
The official midterm report 
from the Synod of Bishops, 
which uses strikingly con-

ciliatory language toward divorced and 
remarried Catholics, cohabitating cou-
ples and same-sex unions, has proven 
highly controversial inside and outside 
the synod hall, with some synod fa-
thers saying it does not accurately re-
flect the assembly’s views.

Following a nearly hourlong speech 
Oct. 13 by Cardinal Peter Erdo of Esz-
tergom- Budapest, who, as the synod’s 
relator, has the task of guiding the dis-
cussion and synthesizing its results, 41 
of the 184 synod fathers present took 
the floor to comment the same morn-
ing, the Vatican said.

According to the Vatican’s summary 
of their remarks, which did not quote 
bishops by name in accordance with 
synod rules, a number of synod fa-
thers objected that Cardinal Erdo’s text 
lacked certain necessary references to 
Catholic moral teaching.

“In regard to homosexuality, there 
was noted the need for welcoming, 
with the right degree of prudence, so 
as not to create the impression of a 
positive valuation of that orientation,” 
the summary said. “It was hoped that 
the same care would be taken in regard 
to cohabitation.”

Bishops also remarked on the mid-
term report’s scarce references to the 

concept of sin, and encouraged the as-
sembly to emulate the “prophetic tone 
of Jesus, to avoid the risk of conform-
ing to the mentality of today’s world.”

Regarding one of the synod’s most 
discussed topics, a proposal by Ger-
man Cardinal Walter Kasper to make 
it easier for divorced and civilly re-
married Catholics to receive Commu-
nion, at least one bishop argued that it 
would be “difficult to welcome some 
exceptions without in reality turning it 
into a general rule.”

Some members of the synod made 
their objections public.

U.S. Cardinal Raymond L. Burke, 
prefect of the Supreme Court of the 
Apostolic Signature, told Catholic 
World Report that the midterm report 
“advances positions which many syn-
od fathers do not accept and, I would 
say, as faithful shepherds of the flock 
cannot accept. Clearly, the response to 
the document in the discussion which 
immediately followed its presentation 
manifested that a great number of syn-
od fathers found it objectionable.”

Cardinal Burke accused leaders of 
the synod of giving the public a distort-
ed image of the proceedings, almost all 
of which are closed to the press.

“All of the information regarding 
the synod is controlled by the General 
Secretariat of the synod, which clearly 
has favored from the beginning the po-
sitions expressed” in the midterm re-
port, the cardinal said. “You don’t have 
to be a rocket scientist to see the ap-
proach at work, which is certainly not 

of the church.”
Archbishop Stanislaw Gadecki of 

Poznan, Poland, president of the Pol-
ish bishops’ conference, told Vatican 
Radio that Cardinal Erdo’s speech was 
not acceptable to many synod fathers, 
because it departed from the theology 
of St. John Paul II and reflected an ide-
ology hostile to marriage by seeming 
to approve of same-sex couples raising 
children, among other ways.

The midterm report “should be an 
incentive to fidelity, family values, but 
instead seems to accept everything as 
it is,” the archbishop said.

The controversy over the report 
prompted the synod’s General Sec-
retariat to issue a statement Oct. 14, 
lamenting that a “value has been at-
tributed to the document that does not 
correspond to its nature” and empha-
sizing that it is a “working document, 
which summarizes the interventions 
and debate of the first week, and is 
now being offered for discussion by 
the members of the synod.”

The bishops were to work in small 
groups of about 20 each, discussing 
Cardinal Erdo’s speech and presenting 
their conclusions to the entire assem-
bly Oct. 16.

Speaking to reporters Oct. 14, Cardi-
nal Wilfrid F. Napier of Durban, South 
Africa, said his group had found in the 
midterm report “quite a lot of things 
which are expressed in a way which 
we certainly wouldn’t feel that are very 
helpful to giving a clear idea of where 
the church stands on some of the is-

sues that are being raised.”
“Individual things that were said by 

individuals, may have been repeated 
a couple of times, are put in here as 
if they really do reflect the feeling of 
the whole synod. They’ve been picked 
up by the media then and made to be 
the message of the synod. I think that’s 
where the upset is,” he said.

The cardinal would not specify 
the statements or topics in question. 
When asked about media reports that 
Cardinal Erdo’s speech represented 
a new overture to divorced Catholics 
and homosexuals, he said, “That’s one 
of the reasons why there’s been such 
an upset among the synod fathers, be-
cause we’re now working from a posi-
tion that’s virtually irredeemable. The 
message has gone out, ‘this is what the 
synod is saying, this is what the Catho-
lic Church is saying,’ and it’s not what 
we are saying at all.”

The cardinal said the midterm re-
port accurately reflected bishops’ 
calls to drop “very harsh language that 
alienates people,” such as cohabitat-
ing couples, who act in conflict with 
church teachings, but he said Cardinal 
Erdo had not suggested the teachings 
themselves would change.

“My worry is that the message has 
gone out — and it’s not a true message 
— that this synod has taken up these 
positions, and whatever we say hereaf-
ter is going to be as if we’re doing some 
damage control, which is certainly not 
what is in my mind,” Cardinal Napier 
said.

family synod midterm report stirs controversy among bishops
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By Carol Zimmermann
Catholic News Service

WASHINGTON (CNS) — 
When the Supreme Court 
declined to review the 
appeals on rulings strik-

ing down same-sex marriage bans as 
unconstitutional, many people were left 
second-guessing why this happened and 
what it means for the future of same-sex 
marriages and bans on such marriages.

The high court’s action — or more 
accurately, inaction — gave the immedi-
ate go-ahead for same-sex marriages to 
take place in Indiana, Oklahoma, Utah, 
Virginia and Wisconsin, where the low-
er courts’ rulings against bans on such 
marriages will stand. It also cleared a 
path for same-sex marriages in six oth-
er states within the jurisdictions of these 
federal circuit courts.

Although the implications of the high 
court’s move on the first day of its new 
session were fairly far-reaching, oppo-
nents of same-sex marriage and its sup-
porters — for different reasons — were 
not satisfied.

“Millions of Americans had looked to 
the court with hope that these unjust ju-
dicial decisions might be reversed,” said 
an Oct. 6 statement from the chairmen of 
two U.S. bishops’ committees.

“The Supreme Court’s action fails to 
resolve immediately the injustice of mar-
riage redefinition, and therefore should 
be of grave concern to our entire nation,” 
said Bishop Richard J. Malone of Buf-
falo, New York, chairman of the Com-
mittee on Laity, Marriage, Family Life 
and Youth, and Archbishop Salvatore J. 
Cordileone of San Francisco, chairman 
of the Subcommittee for the Promotion 
and Defense of Marriage.

While Catholic teaching opposes dis-
crimination against homosexuals, the 
church holds that homosexual acts are 
always immoral and that marriage can 
only be a union between one man and 
one woman.

Supporters, pleased by the signal the 

court seemed to be sending, still wished 
the judges had been more definitive and 
state outright that not allowing same-sex 
couples to marry is discrimination and 
therefore unconstitutional.

The high court’s failure to take up 
same-sex marriage led to plenty of 
changes at the lower court level and 
some confusion.

On Oct. 7, the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of 
Appeals struck down same-sex marriage 
bans in Idaho and Nevada. Then Su-
preme Court Justice Anthony Kennedy 
temporarily blocked same-sex marriages 
in Idaho and Nevada but lifted the stay 
for Nevada after a request from state of-
ficials.

Two days later, the attorney general 
of West Virginia said the state’s ban on 
same-sex marriage was no longer defen-
sible, while officials in South Carolina, 
North Carolina, Kansas and Wyoming 
vowed to fight to keep a ban in their 
states in effect.

The University of Notre Dame an-
nounced Oct. 8 that it would extend 
benefits to all legally married spouses of 
employees, including same-sex spouses, 
the South Bend Tribune reported.

A fair number of people also took on 
the role of Monday morning, or in this 

case, Monday afternoon or Tuesday 
morning quarterback, trying to second- 
guess what the Supreme Court justices 
were thinking and what their next moves 
might be.

Since the justices did not issue any 
comments when they declined to hear 
the same-sex marriage cases, a lot of 
weight was suddenly given to what at 
least one justice, Ruth Bader Ginsburg, 
has recently said publicly on the issue.

When asked in September at the Uni-
versity of Minnesota Law School how 
the court might rule on same-sex mar-
riage, she pointed out that “there is no 
need for us to rush to step in” since the 
federal appeals courts ruled the same on 
the issue, calling it unconstitutional to 
ban same-sex marriages.

She said the high court would be more 
apt to weigh in if another circuit court, 
such as the 6th Circuit, rules differently, 
setting up a discrepancy among the low-
er appeals courts.

And that could happen sooner than 
later, even this year, said Steve Woolpert, 
political science professor and dean of 
liberal arts at St. Mary’s College of Cali-
fornia in Moraga. He told Catholic News 
Service that the 6th Circuit might rule 
differently on upholding a ban, but add-
ed that it would have to come up with 
a persuasive and legitimate argument to 
justify it that none of the other circuit 
courts have raised.

Meg Penrose, professor of constitu-
tional law at Texas A&M’s University 
School of Law — who has followed oral 
arguments in the 6th Circuit and prac-
ticed in the 5th Circuit — similarly pre-
dicted that one of those courts “will give 
a contrary ruling” that will spur the Su-
preme Court to act.

She said she likes that the court is 
staying out of a contentious cultural is-
sue but said she is “sad, troubled and 
frustrated that it is steering clear of con-
stitutional issue” and allowing it instead 
to be figured out “in patchwork” fashion 
with federal courts, not states, determin-
ing the law.

court’s pass on same-sex marriage 
rulings leaves plenty of questions
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a woman walks to the u.s. supreme Court in washington in late June. on oct. 6, the court declined to hear appeals on rulings striking down same-sex 
marriage bans. this cleared the path for same-sex marriages to be legally recognized in more states, but also caused some confusion and disappoint-
ment for those on both sides of the issue.

the supreme 
court’s action 

fails to resolve imme-
diately the injustice of 
marriage redefinition, 
and therefore should be 
of grave concern to our 
entire nation.” 

Bishop Richard J. Malone and 
Archbishop Salvatore J. Cordileone 

“

‘place the poor’ ahead of 
everything, workers told
charlotte, n.c. (cnS) — Poverty, in 

particular understanding its root causes 
and finding innovative ways to reduce it, 
was the focus of catholic charities USa’s 
annual national gathering oct. 4-7 here. 
discussions had extra urgency given the 
stagnating number of americans living 
at or below the poverty line. “this is our 
opportunity to come together as provid-
ers of critical life services to nearly 10 
million of our economically poor sisters 
and brothers throughout this nation,” said 
Gerard carter, executive director of cath-
olic charities diocese of charlotte, which 
hosted the event. a message from Pope 
Francis could not have been more fitting 
for the 500-plus people from catholic 
charities agencies and partners across 
the United States as they opened their 
proceedings. “be merciful,” the pope 
said, speaking in his native Spanish in a 
personalized video message. “I ask you 
to place the poor ahead of yourselves in 
everything you do. I send a warm greeting 
to all of you gathered in charlotte, north 
carolina, to celebrate the works of catho-
lic charities in the USa,” he said. he com-
mented on the naScar-tinged theme, 
“Setting the Pace, changing the course.” 
charlotte is home to one of the auto rac-
ing association’s main offices.

exhibit features artifacts, 
insights about late pope
WaShInGton (cnS) — In the heart 

of the national shrine dedicated to one 
of the most revered figures in church and 
world history, a new exhibit pays further 
homage to the man who embodied the 
catholic church for more than 25 years. 
“a Gift of love: the life of St. John Paul 
II” will have its inaugural opening oct. 22, 
the pope’s feast day, as a permanent ex-
hibit at the St. John Paul II national Shrine 
here. the 16,000-square-foot display fea-
tures numerous artifacts and insights into 
the life of the late pope, including pho-
tographs and footage of him as a young 
priest in Poland. the executive director of 
the shrine, Patrick Kelly, said the opening 
of the exhibit lends a “major catechetical 
element” to the shrine. “We’re a shrine, 
so we’re a religious site, but we have this 
great exhibit, and never before have the 
two elements been put together, where 
you have a shrine, but you have a major 
exhibit to the saint that the shrine is ded-
icated to,” he said in an interview with 
catholic news Service. a walk through the 
exhibit not only draws the visitor into the 
works and legacy of the beloved pope, but 
also offers a glimpse into the life of Karol 
Wojtyla before he became Pope John Paul. 
Included among religious artifacts such as 
traditional headgear worn by the pope is a 
pair of skis and tennis shoes that St. John 
Paul used when he was a young man. be-
fore it became a shrine, the building was 
home to the Pope John Paul II cultural 
center. the Knights of columbus acquired 
it in 2011 and converted it into a shrine to 
keep with the original vision of the center, 
Kelly said.



emploYment
Director of youth ministries - St.  Joseph church, olpe, 
is currently accepting applications for the position of 
director of youth ministry in the parish’s youth ministry 
program.  the successful candidate for this duty will 
assist the pastor in the promotion, coordination and 
management of a comprehensive and effective cath-
olic youth activities program in the parish. a complete 
job description for this duty is available electronically. 
this is a salaried 12-month position with a minimum 
of 12 - 15 duty hours per week expected and includes 
2 weeks paid vacation per year. the position reports 
to the pastor. compensation will range from $1,000 to 
$1,200 per month and be based on candidate experience 
and skills. the contract for this position will be a 1-year 
contract beginning on July 1 (or applicable date the first 
year) and ending on June 30. the successful candidate 
will be ready to begin duties on or before Jan. 1, 2015. 
only qualified candidates with completed applications 
will be considered for interview. a completed applica-
tion will include a letter of interest, professional resume 
(including 3 personal references and 3 professional refer-
ences), college transcripts and professional certificates/
license(s) if applicable. Interviews for this position will 
begin as soon as there are qualified applicants. to learn 
more about this opportunity, please contact diana Kuhl-
mann, St. Joseph pastoral council chairperson, by email 
at: stevedi@wheatstate.com or call (620) 475-3784. ap-
plications can be submitted electronically by email to: 
frcordes03@yahoo.com or can be mailed to St. Joseph 
catholic church, attn: Father John cordes. the position 
will remain open until filled.  

sales professionals - We respect your many years of 
experience; we value and need your wisdom. We only 
ask if you are “coachable”? If so, catholic cemeteries 
of northeast Kansas has openings for sales trainees 
in our Johnson, Shawnee and Wyandotte county area 
cemeteries. an excellent earning of $40K to $50K+ in 
commission is legitimate income potential for the first 
year. training allowance your first 30 days, then draw + 
commission with bonus opportunities. med, life, dental, 
optical, prescription, 401(k) plans, etc., are some of the 
many perks our employees receive. excellent opportu-
nities for women and men interested in sales career 
and in helping people. advancement opportunities are 
available for hard-working and focused individuals. must 
be willing to work some evenings and weekends when 
our client families are available to see us in their homes. 
once you learn our formula for success, your schedule is 
determined by you. please email your resume and con-
tact information to: rcarr@cathcemks.org or fax to (913) 
353-1413.

Director of health care occupations - donnelly college, 
Kansas city, Kansas, has an immediate opening for a direc-
tor of health care occupations. this is a full-time, 12-month 
position. For a detailed job description and application in-
structions, please visit the website at: www.donnelly.edu/
htdocs/careeropportunties.html#directorofhealth.

teachers - our lady of unity School, Kansas city, Kansas, 
is seeking a full-time teachers’ aide and a part-time mu-
sic, computer or art teacher. the duties of the teachers’ 
aide will include assisting the classroom teacher, recess 
duty and some small group and one-on-one instruction. 
the grade level will be primarily 3rd - 5th grades. the 
part-time ancillary teacher will be responsible for grades 
K - 8 on Wed. and Fri. this position can be one of three 
subjects or a combination of two. please contact the 
principal, nancy butters, at (913) 262-7022 if interested.

Financial representatives - due to the success and 
growth of the Knights of columbus, we are adding a fi-
nancial representative in the Kansas city metro, topeka, 
and Garnett - Greeley area. Ideal for a determined, high 
energy, high expectation, professional, self-disciplined, 
independent individual desiring to serve others, yet earn 
a better-than-average income. We provide top-rated fi-
nancial products to our members and their families and 
will provide excellent benefits and training. please con-
tact John a. mahon, general agent, for more information 
or an interview by sending an email to: john.mahon@
kofc.org, by phone at (785) 408-8806 or at 1275 topeka 
blvd., topeka, KS 66612.  

Housecleaner - Immediate need for experienced house-
cleaner, approximately 2 days per week. must be ca-
pable of physically demanding work in large home. Full 
range of cleaning duties, including ongoing deep clean-
ing and some laundry. must be very experienced and 
meticulous. local references required. all equipment 
and supplies provided by homeowner. Flexible hours and 
days. leawood location. call the murphy residence at 
(913) 696-1034.

seeking employment - looking for a job as project 
or technical support or administrative assistant with 
reporting skills. expert in excel, Word, Wordperfect, 
access, outlook, powerpoint. data reporting, analysis, 
technical writing, project planning, t-SQl, SQl Server, 
crystal Reports. type 83 words per minute. much more! 
please call (913) 230-6822. 

SeRvIceS
Got a pC virus? error messages? 

affordable, quick, reliable It Service. call, text, or email. 
matt Karlin (816) 876-6619

mattcomputerfix@gmail.com. Sacred heart parish

House and office cleaning - honest, reliable; reason-
able rates. Johnson and surrounding counties. parishio-
ner of Good Shepherd church. References available. call 
(913) 544-6982.

professional window cleaning - Residential only. In-
sured and bonded. over 40 years experience. Free esti-
mates. contact Gene Jackson at (913) 593-1495.

For Quickbooks Help
call ann evans
(913) 406-9778

member of curé of ars parish

electrician - Free estimates; reasonable rates. Joco and 
south Kc metro. call pat at  (913) 963-9896.

masonry work - Quality new or repair work. brick, block 
and chimney/fireplace repair. Insured; second-genera-
tion bricklayer. member of St. paul parish, olathe. call 
(913) 829-4336.

mike Hammer local moving - a full-service mover. 
packing, pianos, rental truck load/unload, storage con-
tainer load/unload, and in-home moving. no job too 
small. Serving Joco since 1987. St. Joseph, Shawnee, 
parishioner. call mike at (913) 927-4347 or send an email 
to: mike@mikehammermoving.com. 

machine quilting - by Jenell noeth, basehor. also, quilts 
made to order. call (913) 724-1837.

Faith-based counseling to cope with life concerns 
- Kansas city area. call mary vorsten, licensed clinical 
professional counselor, at (913) 909-2002.

bankruptcy consultation - If debts are overwhelming 
you, seek hope and help from compassionate, experi-
enced catholic attorney, teresa Kidd. For a free consulta-
tion, call (913) 422-0610; send an email to: tkidd@kc.rr.
com; or visit the website at: www.teresakiddlawyer.com. 
We moved! come check out our new office in lenexa. 

agua Fina Irrigation and landscape 
the one-stop location for your project! 

landscape and irrigation design, 
installation and maintenance. 
cleanup and grading services 

It’s time to repair your lawn. 20% discount on lawn 
renovations with mention of this ad. 

visit the website at: www.goaguafina.com 
call (913) 530-7260 or (913) 530-5661

tim the Handyman - Small jobs, faucets, garbage dis-
posals, toilets, ceiling fans, light fixtures, painting, wall 
ceiling repair, wood rot, siding, decks, doors, windows, 
and gutter cleaning. call (913) 526-1844.

tree service - pruning trees for optimal growth and 
beauty and removal of hazardous limbs or problem trees. 
Free consultation and bid. Safe, insured, professional. 
cristofer estrada, Green Solutions of Kc, (913) 378-5872. 
www.GreenSolutionsKc.com.

home ImpRovement
House painting

Interior and exterior; wall paper removal. 
power washing, fences, decks. 

30 years experience. References. Reasonable rates. 
call Joe at (913) 620-5776.

DrC Construction
We’ll get the job done right the first time.

Windows - doors - decks – Siding
Repair or replace, we will work with you to solve your 
problems. choose us for any window, door, siding or 

deck project and you’ll be glad you did. 
everything is guaranteed 100%

(913) 461-4052  www.windowservicesoverlandpark.com
drcconswindows@gmail.com

Concrete construction - tear out and replace stamped, 
stained or colored patios and drives. Retaining walls, 
footings, poured-in-place safe rooms, excavation and 
hauling. asphalt drives and lots. Fully insured; referenc-
es. call dan at (913) 207-4371 or send an email to: dan 
deeconst@aol.com.

el sol Y la  tIerra
*commercial & residential 

* lawn renovation *mowing
* clean-up and hauling

* dirt grading/installation
* landscape design

* Free estimates
Hablamos y escribimos Ingles!!

call lupe at (816) 252-3376

Custom countertops - laminates installed within 5 
days. cambria, granite, and solid surface. competitive 
prices, dependable work. call the top Shop, Inc., at (913) 
962-5058. members of St. Joseph, Shawnee.

NelsoN CreatIoNs l.l.C.
home remodeling, design/build, kitchens, baths, all inte-
rior and exterior work. Family owned and operated; over 
25 years experience. licensed and insured; commercial 

and residential. Kirk and diane nelson. 
(913) 927-5240; nelsport@everestkc.net

Detail construction and remodeling - We offer a full 
line of home remodeling services. don’t move — re-
model! Johnson county area. call for a free quote. (913) 
709-8401. 

the Drywall Doctor, Inc. - a unique solution to your 
drywall problems! We fix all types of ceiling and wall 
damage — from water stains and stress cracks to tex-
ture repairs and skim coating. We provide professional, 
timely repairs and leave the job site clean! lead-certified 
and insured! Serving the metro since 1997. call (913) 
768-6655. 

swalms organizing and Downsizing service - reduc-
ing Clutter - enjoy an organized Home! basement, 
garage, attic, shop, storage rooms - any room organized!  
belongings sorted, boxed and labeled, items hauled or 
taken for recycling, trash bagged. For before and after 
photos, visit: www.swalmsorganizing.com. Over 20 
years of organizing experience; insured. Call Tillar at 
(913) 375-9115.

Heating and cooling repair and replacement - call Joe 
with Jb design and Service. licensed and insured with 
20 years experience. member of divine mercy parish. 
call Joe at (913) 915-6887. 

adept Home Improvements
Where quality still counts!

basement finishing, 
Kitchens and baths, 

electrical and plumbing,
licensed and insured. (913) 599-7998

local handyman and lawn care - mowing, painting, 
wood rot, power washing, staining, gutter cleaning, hon-
ey-do list, hvac and windows. FRee estimates. member 
of holy angels parish, basehor. call billy at (913) 927-4118.

sta (sure thing always) Home repair - basement fin-
ish, bathrooms and kitchens; interior & exterior repairs: 
painting, roofing, siding, wood replacement and window 
glazing. Free estimates. Call (913) 491-5837 or (913) 579-
1835. email: smokeycabin@hotmail.com. member of 
holy trinity, lenexa.

Home improvements - thank you to all my customers 
for being patient as I underwent a life-saving liver trans-
plant. If there is new work or warranty work, please don’t 
hesitate to call. We do windows, siding, doors, decks, ex-
terior painting and wood rot. there is no job too big or 
too small. call Joshua doherty at (913) 709-7230.

caReGIvInG
Caregiver - nursing/companion. I can provide the medi-
cal care and household management experience. live-in 
considered. nights or weekends, hourly. 30 years experi-
ence. call (913) 579-5276.

Caregiving - We provide personal assistance, com-
panionship, care management, and transportation to 
the elderly and disabled in home, assisted living and 
nursing facilities. We also provide respite care for main 
caregivers needing some personal time. call Daughters 
& Company at (913) 341-2500 and speak with laurie, 
debbie or Gary.

Caregiving - Superior personalized care. This ad is to all 
the families that have loved ones in hospice care and are 
at home. I feel your pain. I am here to help. I am a retired 
nurse now holding a cna license. I can come and stay 
for as many hours as you need me. If you are using an 
agency, I could apply at the agency so they could ab-
sorb most of my salary. You just have to refer me to the 
agency. Stop and call now at (913) 384-2119. excellent 
current references. 

looking for high quality home care? - Whether you’re 
looking to introduce care for your family or simply look-
ing to improve your current home care quality, we can 
help. our unique approach to home care has earned us 
a 99% client satisfaction rating among the 1,000-plus 
families we have assisted. We are family-owned, with 
offices in lenexa and lawrence. call benefits of Home - 
senior Care, lenexa: (913) 422-1591 or lawrence: (785) 
727-1816 or www.benefitsofhome.com. 

Wanted to buY
will buy firearms and related accessories - one or a 
whole collection. honest evaluation and top prices paid. 
contact tom at (913) 238-2473. member of Sacred heart 
parish, Shawnee. 

aNtIQues waNteD - I buy older wrist- and pocket 
watches, silverware, antique toy banks, crock jugs, post-
cards and photographs, babe Ruth autographs, pharma-
ceutical drug store soda fountain and military items. call 
(913) 642-8269 or (913) 593-7507.

wanted to buy - antique/vintage jewelry, lighters, 
fountain pens, post card collections, paintings/prints, 

pottery, sterling, china dinnerware. 
Renee maderak, (913) 631-7179. 

St. Joseph parish, Shawnee

FoR Sale
For sale - at Resurrection cemetery, two easements in 
mausoleum. today’s selling price is $12,000; offering 
this space for $9,000. contact a. Kelly at (913) 649-9691.

For sale - mt. calvary grave, section 11. Side by side. 
Great price. opening and closing included. priced at 
$3,500. call anne at (913) 299-3808.

max’s rosaries - custom-made locally for all occasions 
– first communion, confirmation, baptism, graduation. 
Rosary bracelets and beaded earrings too! I also do re-
pairs. member of the church of the ascension, overland 
park. call (913) 400-3236.

residential lifts - buy/sell/trade. Stair lifts, porch lifts, 
ceiling lifts and elevators. Recycled and new equipment. 
member of St. michael the archangel parish, leawood. 
call Silver cross Kc at (913) 327-5557. 

Roommate
roommate wanted - 69-year-old woman seeking 
catholic roommate. 3 bR ranch in overland park. Fully 
furnished, 2-car garage; you will have your own refrig-
erator and tv. laundry upstairs, 2 fireplaces, 3rd bath 
downstairs, new dishwasher, oven, and stove. close to 
community pool and park. 2 blocks from holy cross par-
ish. call (913) 261-9904 after noon.

Real eState
wanted to buy: I need houSeS! I buy them as is, with 
no repairs. You can even leave behind what you don’t 
want. We buy houses that need foundation or roof repair. 
all sales are cash with no strings attached. please call 
mark edmondson at (913) 980-4905. holy trinity parish 
member.  

mIScellaneouS
our lady of Hope. catholics with an anglican and meth-
odist heritage. Formal and friendly. visitors welcome.  
mass Saturdays at 4 p.m., St. therese little Flower, 5814 
euclid, Kansas city, mo. Fulfills Sunday obligation. Father 
ernie davis. dr. bruce prince-Joseph, organist. For more 
information, send an email to:  frernie3@gmail.com or 
call (816) 729-6776. 
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FOUNDATION REPAIR
Cracked • Bowed • Settled Wall 
repair
v Wall Bracing
v Waterproofing
v Steel Underpinning

MUD JACKING                
 raise & level

v Patios  v Drives  
v Garage Floors
v Slab Houses

Kansas City                                  Lawrence Topeka
(913) 262-9352                             (785) 865-0006 (785) 246-0128

K E A T I N G Mud Jacking

october
the ladies Guild of st. Joseph 
parish, 11311 Johnson dr., Shaw-
nee, will host its 37th annual gift 
and craft bazaar on oct. 18 from 

9 a.m. - 3 p.m. in mcdevitt hall. there will 
be more than 50 tables of gifts and crafts 
to choose from, featuring items ranging 
from jewelry to antiques to home decor. 
a continental breakfast, lunch, and after-
noon refreshments will be provided by 
the St. Joseph Garden club. For more in-
formation, call hettie ann leary at (913) 
972-1786.

St. mary-St. anthony church altar Society 
will host its annual Oktoberfest on oct. 
18 from 4:30 - 6:30 p.m. in Bishop Forst 
Hall, 615 n. 7th St., Kansas city, Kansas. 
the dinner features roast pork, sauerkraut, 
mashed potatoes, green beans, dessert 
and coffee. there will also be raffles. car-
ryout dinners will be available.

the ascension Knights of columbus and 
the Women of ascension will host an Ok-
toberfest on oct. 18 from 5:30 - 9:30 p.m. 
Wristbands are on sale at the Ascension 
parish office, 9510 W. 127th St., overland 
Park. the event includes food, the alpen 
Spielers Polka band, games and more.

Queen of the Holy rosary, Wea, 
will host its annual bazaar and 
chicken dinner on oct. 19 from 
noon - 4 p.m. a fried chicken din-

ner will be served. the cost to attend is: 
$10 for adults; $5 for children ages 3 - 12; 
and $30 for 2 adults and 3 or more chil-
dren. there will also be bingo, a raffle, and 
vendor and craft booths.

Christ the King parish, 25th and Wana-
maker, topeka, will host a concert with 
Duke Mason on oct. 19 at 3 p.m. to bene-
fit the topeka rescue mission. mason has 
the voice of elvis but in a 4-foot-10-inch 
body. his gospel songs will amaze you. 
the cost to attend is a freewill donation.

archbishop Joseph F. naumann invites sin-
gle men 16 and over to project Andrew, 
an evening of prayer, inspiring priests, 
learning about discernment, and a dinner. 
Parents may attend and will have a special 
session with a time for questions. there 
is no cost to attend, but registration is re-
quired online at: www.kckvocations.com 
or send an email to: vocation@archkck.org. 
attend either session on oct. 19 at sacred 
Heart parish, 21801 Johnson dr., Shawnee, 
or oct. 26 at Christ the King parish, 5972 
S.W. 25th St., topeka. both sessions are 
from 4 - 7 p.m.

the 22nd annual pro-life forum and 
essay contest for 8th-grade public and 
home-schooled students will be held after 
5 p.m. mass on oct. 19 at Church of the 
Ascension, 9510 W. 127th St., overland 
Park. For more information or to register, 
call courtney Williams at (913) 568-5453 
or send an email to: scj4x@aol.com; or 
call ron Kelsey at (913) 647-0350. Parents 
are strongly encouraged to attend.

the Daughters of isabella, St. 
Faustina circle, will meet on oct. 
20 at 6 p.m. at the Divine Mer-
cy parish center, 120 e. Warren, 

Gardner. the membership meeting starts 
at 7 p.m. Women over the age of 16 are 
invited to come, make new friends, help 
with projects and develop a closer rela-
tionship with God. For more information, 
contact regent Judy hadle at (913) 884-
7321.

Jewish community relations 
bureau/american Jewish com-
mittee and the Jcrb/aJc clergy 
leadership committee will host 

a community interfaith event,  “Fear and 
risk: the Moral Courage of Creating 
space for the Other,” on oct. 23 at 7 
p.m. at the Central Baptist theological 

seminary, 6601 monticello rd., Shawnee. 
the presentation will be by the rev. tobi-
as Schlingensiepen, with a response from 
Father Joseph arsenault, rabbi mark levin, 
and the rev. molly t. marshall. a discus-
sion will follow. the community is invited 
to attend. an rSvP is appreciated by send-
ing an email to: rsvpjcrbajc@jewishkc.org.

to celebrate the 5th anniversary of the 
Catholic Business Network, msgr. Stuart 
Swetland will be the breakfast speaker at 
st. Michael the Archangel parish, 143rd 
and nall, leawood, and will present “the 
theology of Work.” the event will be held 
from 6:45 - 8:30 a.m. in the parish hall. the 
cost to attend is $10; $5 if unemployed and 
seeking employment. an rSvP is required 
online at: www.catholicbusinessnetwork.
net.

support women in crisis pregnancies 
on oct. 23 from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. and learn 
the history and future plans, as well as 
volunteer opportunities, at Wyandotte 
pregnancy Clinic, 3021 n. 54th St., Kan-
sas city, Kansas. come by and see if this 
is the right fit for you. rSvP to leslie at 
least three days in advance by calling 
(913) 634-5579 or (913) 287-8287 or send 
an email to: volunteer@wpcnetwork.org.

the Carmelites will celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of their arrival in america in 
1864 by hosting an international sympo-
sium in Leavenworth on oct. 23 - 25. the 
public is invited to attend. tickets may be 
purchased at the Immaculate conception 
- St. Joseph Parish office, 747 osage St., 
leavenworth, or call (913) 682-3953.

Villa st. Francis, olathe, will host 
a celebratory dinner to mark 
the 70th anniversary of the 
skilled nursing center on oct. 24 

at church of the ascension, 9510 W. 127th 
St., overland Park. to make reservations, 
contribute to the event as a benefactor or 
for more information, contact Gloria ad-
ams at (913) 768-4323.

“the Dream and the Journey” 
retreat will be held oct. 24 - 26 
at the sophia spirituality Cen-
ter. this retreat will provide an 

opportunity to relate to the wisdom and 
grace to be found in one’s dreams. the 
retreat is conducted by benedictine Sis-
ter therese elias. For more information 
or to register, call (913) 360-6151 or vis-
it Sophia Spirituality center’s website at:     
www.sophiaspiritualitycenter.org.

“together on the Journey,” a 
support group for the ill and their 
caregivers, will be held on oct. 25 
from 9 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. at Church 

of the Ascension, 9510 W. 127th St., over-
land Park. to attend, fill out the registration 
form and send by email to: jhinman@kc 
ascension.org, or call (913) 681-3348. the 
form can be found on the website at: www.
kcascension.org. the cost to attend is $30, 
which includes lunch.

the catholic education Foundation’s 
“Gaudeamus” dinner will recognize “an-
gels among Us” John and bridget murphy, 
the ceF School of excellence and cele-
brate catholic education on oct. 25 at 6 
p.m. at the Overland park Convention 
Center. every dollar raised funds scholar-
ships for children in need. For more infor-
mation, call (913) 647-0344, or visit the 
website at: www.cefks.org.

the German - american edelweiss Soci-
ety will host a fall dance on oct. 25 from 
6 - 10:30 p.m. at st. Mary-st. Anthony 
Church basement, 615 n. 7th St., Kansas 
city, Kansas. the cost to attend is: $18 for 
adults; $10 for ages 12 - 20; $5 for ages 
6 - 11; and free for kids under the age of 5. 
tickets can be purchased at the door and 
include food, drink and dancing to the Wil-
lie Kirst band. For more information, con-
tact tom roberts at (913) 721-3299.

st. Matthew Church, 2700 S.e. 
virginia, topeka, will host its fall 
festival oct. 25 - 26. the week-
end will include a 5K run/walk, 

a chili dinner, a turkey dinner, games, 
booths, inflatables, drawings, and much 
more. For more information, call Judy 
menke at (785) 633-8244.

a pancake breakfast will be held 
oct. 26 from 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. at 
st. peter parish center, 425 n. 
15th St., Kansas city, Kansas, to 

benefit the Sisters, Servants of mary. the 
Sisters, Servants of mary are a religious 
community that provides in-home nursing 
care for persons who are dying or termi-
nally ill. they provide these services free 
of charge. the cost to attend the break-
fast is $6 for adults; $4 for children under 
the age of 10. tickets can be purchased 
at the door or in advance by calling (913) 
371-3423.

the Leavenworth region of ACCW will 
host its quarterly luncheon and meet-
ing on oct. 26 at christ’s Peace house of 
Prayer, 22131 meagher road, easton. the 
day will begin with mass at 12:30 p.m., 
followed by lunch; speaker Karole brad-
ford, development director of the Saint 
vincent and duchesne clinics; a short 
meeting; and a tour of the grounds. the 
cost of the lunch is $10 per person. rSvP 
by oct. 21 by mailing a check to Judy 
brose, 31431 255th St., easton, KS 66020; 
call (913) 773-8334; or send an email to: 
brosej2002@yahoo.com.

Queen of Holy rosary-Wea parish will 
host a pro-life forum on oct. 26 from 6 - 8 
p.m. at its parish center, 22705 metcalf, 
bucyrus. eighth-grade, high school and 
home-schooled students will be informed 
on many pro-life issues. Parents are en-
couraged to attend. For more information, 
contact the archdiocesan pro-life office 
by email at: prolife@archkck.org, or call 
(913) 647-0350.

November
“First saturdays” is a grassroots 
initiative to help reconnect area 
catholic doctors with christ and 
his church. the november pro-

gram will be held nov. 1 from 9:30 - 10:30 
a.m. at st. Michael the Archangel par-
ish, 142 51 nall, leawood. the program 
will cover a broad range of medical and 
spiritual topics related to contemporary 
issues facing catholic doctors today. For 
more information and registration, visit 
the website at: www.schooloffaith.com/
registration/cma_2014_2015.asp.

the St. anthony’s Guild of Sacred 
heart - St. Joseph Parish, tope-
ka, will host its annual bake and 
craft sale on nov. 2 from 9 a.m. 

- 4 p.m. at st. Joseph Church basement, 
227 S.W. van buren St., topeka.

st. Benedict Church, bendena, will host 
its annual turkey dinner on nov. 2 from 
11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. St. benedict church is 
located just west of bendena off highway 
20. look for the giant turkeys. the cost 
to attend is a freewill donation. there 
will also be quilt, cash, and donated item 
chances, and a country store. carryout or-
ders will be available at the parish house 
garage.  

Mater Dei parish, 10th and clay, topeka, 
will host its annual fall bazaar on nov. 2. 
a homemade turkey and ham dinner will 
be served from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. carryout 
dinners will be available. the cost to at-
tend is: $9 for adults; $4 for children; and 
free for children under the age of 3. there 
will also be a country store, silent auction, 
bingo, kids’ games, a book nook, cake-
walk, basket, jewelry and baked goods 
booths, raffles and much more.

Holy trinity parish, 601 e. chippewa, 
Paola, will host its fall bazaar on nov. 2. 
there will be a turkey dinner, raffle, bin-
go, cakewalk, country store, and children’s 
games. the dinner will be held from 11:30 
a.m. - 2:30 p.m. the cost to attend is $9 
for adults; $4 for children under the age of 
10. carryout meals will be available: $10 
for adults; $5 for children.

the Nativity Holiday Boutique will be 
held nov. 2 from 8:30 - 2 p.m. at the 
Church of the Nativity parish hall, 3800 
W. 119th St., leawood. the holiday shop-
ping event will feature over 30 vendors 
who specialize in handmade, art and re-
furbished and vintage items. the first 
100 shoppers will get to enjoy bagels and 
coffee. vendor proceeds will benefit na-
tivity School. For more information, send 
an email to heather bahora at: hbahora@
kc.rr.com.

Christ’s peace House of prayer, 
easton, will host an All saints 
weekend retreat from nov. 1 - 2. 
the retreat will center on 5 talks. 

there will be time for discussion, private 
prayer, walking, and spiritual reading. For 
more information, call (913) 773-8255 or 
send an email to: info@christspeace.com.

are you ready for this udder-
ly amazing run? the inaugural 
“Muddy Udder 5 mile pasture 
run,” presented by the folks that 
brought you the “running with 

the cows half marathon,” will be held 
nov. 8. Proceeds will benefit Queen of the 
holy rosary School and church, Wea. For 
more information, visit the website at: 
www.muddyudder.com.

View some of the most historic 
documents in the world, includ-
ing a page from one of the first 
finished copies of the Gutenberg 

bible from 1455, a copy of the magna car-
ta from 1576, a handwritten manuscript of 
the works of thomas aquinas from 1475, 
and much more at Ferrell Academic Cen-
ter on the campus of Benedictine Col-
lege, 1020 n. 2nd St., atchison. the exhib-
it will be open oct. 13-19 and nov. 8 – 14. 
the hours are mon. - Fri.: 4 - 8 p.m.; Sat.: 
10 a.m. – 1 p.m.; Sun.: 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. there 
is no cost to attend.

st. James Academy, 24505 Prai-
rie Star Pkwy., lenexa, will host 
its open house on nov. 15 from 10 
a.m. - 1 p.m. See the campus, meet 

student leaders, coaches and department 
chairs, experience the community, and 
learn more about St. James academy. For 
more information, visit the website at: 
www.sjakeepingfaith.org. 

23

24

25

18

26

15

1

2

19

20

8

13-19

1-2

25-26

24-26

    caLendar    13octobeR 17, 2014    |   theleaven.com



 coMMentary 15octobeR 17, 2014 | theleaven.com

Planning for 
end-of-life 
situations is 

important. 

We should put in place 
an advance directive before 
our health takes a serious 
turn for the worse and we 
are no longer able to indicate 
our own wishes or make our 
own decisions. Advance di-
rectives can be of two types: 
living wills and health care 
agents.

The best approach is to 
choose a health care agent 
(aka a “proxy” or a “durable 
power of attorney for health 
care”). Our agent then makes 
decisions on our behalf 
when we become incapaci-
tated. We should designate 
in writing who our health 
care proxy will be. The 
National Catholic Bioethics 
Center (www.ncbcenter.org) 
and many individual state 
Catholic conferences offer 
helpful forms that can be 
used to designate our proxy. 
Copies of our completed 
health care proxy designa-
tion forms should be shared 
with our proxy, our doctors, 
nurse practitioners, hospice 
personnel, family members 
and other relevant parties.

In addition to choosing 
a health care proxy, some 

individuals may also decide 
to write up a living will in 
which they state their wishes 
regarding end-of-life care. 

Living wills raise con-
cerns, however, because 
these documents attempt to 
describe our wishes about 
various medical situations 
before those situations 
actually arise and may end 
up limiting choices in un-
reasonable ways. Given the 
breathtaking pace of medical 
advances, a person’s deci-
sions today about what care 
to receive or refuse may not 
make sense at a later time-
point. 

In the final analysis, it is 
impossible and unrealistic 
to try to cover every medi-
cal situation in a living will, 
and it is preferable to have 
a proxy, a person we trust, 

who can interact with the 
hospital and the health care 
team, weigh options in real 
time, and make appropriate 
decisions for us as we need 
it.

A new type of living will 
known as a “POLST” form — 
a tool for advance planning 
— also raises concerns. The 
POLST form (which stands 
for Physician Orders for Life 
Sustaining Treatment) is a 
document that establishes 
actionable medical orders 
for a patient’s health care. 
The form is typically filled 
out with the help of trained 
“facilitators” — usually not 
physicians — who ask ques-
tions about patients’ health 
care wishes and check boxes 
on the form that correspond 
to their answers. The facilita-
tors receive training that can 
lead them to paint a rather 
biased picture of treatment 
options for patients, empha-
sizing potential negative side 
effects while sidestepping 
potential benefits or positive 
outcomes.

POLST forms thus raise 
several significant moral 
concerns: 

1. The approach encour-
aged by the use of POLST 
forms may end up skewed 
toward options of nontreat-
ment and may encourage 
premature withdrawal of 
treatments from patients 

who can still benefit from 
them. 

2. Filling out a POLST 
form may preclude a proxy 
from exercising his or her 
power to protect the rights 
of the patient, since the form 
sets in motion actual med-
ical orders that a medical 
professional must follow. 
As a set of standing medical 
orders, the POLST approach 
is inflexible. Many POLST 
forms begin with language 
like this: “First follow these 
orders, then contact physi-
cian or health care provider.” 
Straightforwardly following 
orders created outside of a 
particular situation may be 
ill-advised, improper and 
even harmful to the patient. 

3. In some states, the 
signature of the patient (or 
his or her proxy) is not re-
quired on the POLST. After 
the form has been filled out, 
it is typically forwarded 
to a physician (or in some 
states to a nurse practitioner 
or a physician’s assistant) 
who is expected to sign the 
form. Thus, in some states, 
a POLST form could con-
ceivably be placed into a 
patient’s medical record 
without the patient’s knowl-
edge or informed consent. 
In a recent article about 
POLST forms in the Jour-
nal of Palliative Medicine, 
approximately 95 percent of 

the POLST forms sampled 
from Wisconsin were not 
signed by patients or by their 
surrogates. Fortunately, in 
some other states like Loui-
siana, the patient’s signature 
or the signature of the proxy 
is mandatory for the form to 
go into effect.

The implementation of 
a POLST form can thus be 
used to manipulate patients 
when they are sick and 
vulnerable, and can even 
lead to mandated orders for 
nontreatment in a way that 
constitutes euthanasia. The 
POLST template represents 
a fundamentally flawed 
approach to end-of-life 
planning, relying at its core 
on potentially inappropriate 
medical orders and dubious 
approaches to obtaining 
patient consent.

Notwithstanding the 
pressure that may be brought 
to bear on a patient, no one 
is required to agree to the 
implementation of a POLST 
form. Patients are free to 
decline to answer POLST 
questions from a facilitator 
and should not hesitate to 
let it be known that they 
instead plan to rely on their 
proxy for end-of-life decision 
making and intend to discuss 
their health care options 
uniquely with their attending 
physician.

the good and the bad in end-of-life planning

father tadeuSz
pacholczYK
Father Tadeusz Pacholczyk is a 
priest of the diocese of Fall River, 
mass., and serves as the director of 
education at the national catholic 
bioethics center in philadelphia.

makING seNse oF bIoetHICs

Project
Andrew

Archbishop Joseph Naumann cordially 
invites single men 16 & over to Project Andrew 

— an evening of prayer, inspiring priests, 
dinner, and learning about discernment.

sunday oct. 19 at 
sacred Heart, shawnee

&
sunday. oct. 26 at 

Christ the king, topeka

Register at kckvocations.com
vocation@archkck.org or (913) 647-0303

Identity theft poses a 
particular problem in our 
technologically advanced 
world. 

Criminals hack into 
computers storing personal 
information: social security 
numbers, bank account num-
bers, passwords. But the most 
important piece remains the 
person’s name. That is the key 
that unlocks the door to the 
person’s identity. 

In the ancient world, 
knowledge of a person’s name 
could lead to control over 
the person. In some societ-
ies, each person was given a 
secret name to prevent that 
from happening. Besides the 
secret, true name, the person 
also possessed a working 
name that others would use 
in everyday life. But only the 
secret name represented the 
person’s true identity. 

Magicians would some-
times utter the name of a 
powerful spirit or god in their 

conjuring, in the belief that 
the name itself would make 
the spell effective. We see an 
example of that in the early 
days of Christianity. “Then 
some itinerant Jewish exor-
cists tried to invoke the name 
of the Lord Jesus over those 
with evil spirits, saying, ‘I 
adjure you by the Jesus whom 
Paul preaches’” (Acts 19: 13).

This use of names in magic 
also partly explains why later 
Judaism was reluctant to 
pronounce the proper name 

of God out loud. Eventually, 
only the high priest said God’s 
proper name once a year, on 
the day of Yom Kippur, in the 
Holy of Holies. 

Finally, the exact way to 
pronounce God’s name was 
lost, although many scholars 
believe that it was something 
like “Yahweh.” 

If magicians did not know 
how to pronounce God’s 
name, they could not use it to 
cast spells. This concern also 
partly explains the second 
commandment: “Thou shalt 
not take the name of the 
Lord, thy God, in vain.”

Sunday’s first reading, 
though — Is 45: 1, 4-6 — does 
not exhibit this protectiveness 
toward God’s name which 
developed in later Judaism. 
There is no attempt to mask 
God’s identity: “I am the Lord 
and there is no other, there is 
no God besides me.” God has 
no reason to hide. God is not 
afraid of being manipulated 

by others. 
At the same time, God is 

able to manipulate Cyrus, 
the king of Persia, into doing 
God’s will. Even though Cyrus 
does not know God’s name, 
God knows Cyrus’ name: “I 
have called you by your name, 
giving you a title, though you 
knew me not.”

In order to emphasize it, 
the prophecy repeats Cyrus’ 
ignorance of God: “It is I who 
arm you, though you know 
me not.” 

Cyrus may not know who 
God is, but God has set the 
goal of having all people 
knowing who God is: “So 
that toward the rising and 
the setting of the sun people 
may know that there is none 
besides me.” The words, “the 
rising and the setting of the 
sun” represent the east and 
the west. God wants everyone 
to know God.

“I was really disap-
pointed at the low 
turnout for the par-
ish cleaning day.”

This statement at a recent 
meeting started a whole 
discussion about volunteer-
ing, and brought to mind a 
familiar old parable:

Sally Somebody, Elvis Ev-
erybody, Albert Anybody, and 
Nancy Nobody were neigh-
bors, but not like you, I’m 
sure. They were odd people 
and difficult to understand.

All four belonged to the 
same parish, but you wouldn’t 
have enjoyed worshiping 
with them. Everybody went 
golfing on Sunday or stayed 
home to sleep in. Anybody 
wanted to worship but 
was afraid that Somebody 
wouldn’t speak to him. So, 
guess who went to church? 
Yep, that’s right: Nobody.

Really, Nobody was the 
only decent one of the group. 
Nobody did parish visita-
tions. Nobody worked on the 
parish’s committees.

Once they needed a 
teacher for religious educa-
tion. Everybody thought that 
Anybody would do it, while 
Anybody thought that Some-
body would do it. And you 
know who actually did apply 
for the position? You guessed 
it again: Nobody. (Adapt-
ed from “Sower’s Seeds of 

Encouragement,” by Brian 
Cavanaugh, TOR.)

Isn’t it sad that our parish-
es are filled with such lazy, 
uncaring people? If we’d just 
whip them into shape or 
shame them, then we’d have 
volunteers coming out of our 
ears.

Oh, if only things were so 
simple and clear-cut! I went 
home after that meeting and 
pulled out the newest parish 
picture directory. What I saw 
there was definitely not a 
collection of lazy, uncaring 
people.

I looked at the many 
volunteers from our tur-
key dinner and bazaar last 
Sunday: from kitchen helpers 
to tray carriers and table 
setters. I saw folks who ran 
the children’s games, called 
bingo numbers, and staffed 
the country store. And I came 

across the many parishioners 
— young and old, veteran 
and new — who set up and 
cleaned up the parish center.

As I leafed through the 
directory, I saw our parish 
ministers — ushers, lectors, 
greeters, and eucharistic 
ministers. I noticed the Mass 
servers, especially those good 
souls who are always will-
ing to fill in when someone 
doesn’t show. Staring at me 
from those pages were our 
religious ed and confirmation 
teachers and our ever-faithful 
music ministers, who donate 
countless hours of prepara-
tion as well as service. There 
were the Knights of Colum-
bus and members of the Altar 
Society, who contribute in so 
many ways — from shoveling 
snow to coordinating funeral 
dinners.

But volunteering isn’t 
limited to the parish. Some 
parishioners are caregivers 
in the home, and others are 
adjusting to all the duties that 
come from being new parents 
or actively involved in their 
children’s schools. Our pa-
rishioners help with Scouts 
or coach sports teams. Some 
serve in local government, 
at the thrift store or on the 
school board. And, honestly, 
the list could go on and on.

It was good to be remind-
ed that just because people 

weren’t volunteering in large 
numbers at this or that parish 
project, didn’t mean they 
weren’t volunteering some-
where, somehow. They were, 
in fact, taking the Gospel to 
the streets and putting their 
faith into practice.

Perhaps the lack of volun-
teers comes partly from how 
we ask for help. While posted 
sign-up sheets are fine, they 
can get overlooked. Nothing 
beats a sincere, face-to-face 
invite.

Embarrassment, too, keeps 
some people from stepping 
forward to volunteer the first 
time. A person might not 
know anyone at the parish, 
believe they have nothing to 
offer, or — rightly or wrong-
ly — feel that the volunteer 
group is a clique. Veteran 
volunteers can go out of their 
way to welcome newcom-
ers, encourage their talents 
and find ways to ease their 
discomfort. Those involved 
in various groups could also 
stagger their involvement: 
working for a time with one 
group and then for a time 
with another. 

When it comes right down 
to it, who can say honestly 
they couldn’t do a bit more 
to help in the church or the 
community? Yup, the answer 
is: Nobody.
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father 
maRK GoldaSIch
Father mark Goldasich is the pastor of 
Sacred heart parish in tonganoxie. he 
has been editor of the leaven since 1989.

mark mY worDs

god’s goal in isaiah is that all should know him

father mIKe StubbS
Father mike Stubbs is the pastor of 
holy cross parish in overland park and 
has a degree in Scripture from harvard 
university.

IN tHe beGINNING

sCrIpture reaDINGs

tWentY-nInth WeeK In oRdInaRY tIme

oct. 19
tWentY-nInth SundaY 
In oRdInaRY tIme
Is 45: 1, 4-6
ps 96: 1, 3-5, 7-10
1 thes 1: 1-5b
mt 22: 15-21

oct. 20
Paul of the Cross, priest
eph 2: 1-10
ps 100: 1b-5
lk 12: 13-21

oct. 21
tuesday
eph 2: 12-22
ps 85: 9-14
lk 12: 35-38

oct. 22
John Paul II, pope
eph 3: 2-12
(ps) Is 12: 2-3, 4c-6
lk 12: 39-48

oct. 23
John of Capistrano, priest
eph 3: 14-21
ps 33: 1-2, 4-5, 11-12, 18-19
lk 12: 49-53

oct. 24
Anthony Mary Claret, bishop
eph 4: 1-6
ps 24: 1-4b, 5-6
lk 12: 54-59

oct. 25
Saturday
eph 4: 7-16
ps 122: 1-5
lk 13: 1-9

FIND tHe leaveN 
IN tHese plaCes

onlIne
www.theleaven.com

FacebooK
www.facebook.com/
theleavenkc

tWItter
@theleavenkc

YoUtUbe
www.youtube.com/
user/theleavenkc

wHo to CoNtaCt about . . . 

StorY IdeaS
anita@theleaven.com

calendar notIceS
calendar@theleaven.com

annIverSarY notIceS
todd@theleaven.com

eaGle ScoUtS
todd@theleaven.com

advertISInG
julie@theleaven.com

pope FraNCIs
Giving glory to God for what he has done in 

one’s life means being absolutely honest about 
one’s sins and failures, Pope Francis said in a 
morning homily. “the practice of remembering 
our histories is not very common. We forget 
things; we live in the moment,” the pope said 
oct. 7 during his morning mass in the domus 
Sanctae marthae where he lives. 

“each one of us has a story: a story of grace, 
a story of sin, a story of journey, many things,” 
he said. “and it’s good to pray with our story,” 
to recognize our failures and how, despite our 
sin and infidelity, God continues to seek us out, 
call us back and offer his grace. 

according to vatican radio, Pope Francis fo-
cused his remarks on the example of St. Paul in 
the day’s reading from Gal 1:13-24. the apos-
tle asks, “Why were we chosen? Why — he 

asked — am I christian and that person, who 
has not ever heard of Jesus christ, isn’t?” Paul’s 
response, he said, is “it’s a grace,” “a grace of 
love.” 

In the day’s reading, Paul is honest about 
the fact that he had once persecuted chris-
tians. the pope said he proclaims the greatness 
of God by honestly describing what that grace 
had to overcome.

— cnS

What kind of body are you?
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By Carolyn Kaberline
Special to The Leaven

 

L
AWRENCE — 
If it weren’t for 
Msgr. Vince 
Krische, believes 
Sarah Meinersha-
gen, her husband 

Kevin might not be Catholic 
today. She credits then-Father 
Krische’s encouragement and 
example for bringing Kevin 
into the Catholic Church.

 “We were both KU stu-
dents,” said Meinershagen. 
“Kevin started going to church 
with me during my senior 
year and wanted to learn more 
about the Catholic faith. He 
fell in love with Father Vince 
and the church.”

Father Krische, who head-
ed the St. Lawrence Catholic 
Campus Center at the Uni-
versity of Kansas in Law-
rence for almost 30 years, 
was well-prepared to meet 
the young student on his 
ground. 

“I attribute [Kevin] coming 
into the church,” she contin-
ued, “to Father Krische be-
cause he could talk with him 
on an intellectual level on the 
church’s teachings and be-
liefs.”

 But the campus ministry 
director’s influence didn’t 
just end there, she adds. After 
Kevin joined the church in the 
spring of 2003, the couple was 
married by Father Krische that 
July.

 “People today still com-
ment on how beautiful our 
wedding was just because of 
the elegance and grace Fa-
ther Krische used when he 
was conducting the ceremony 
as it showed how important 
and special marriage is,” said 
Meinershagen.

Msgr. Krische left St. Law-
rence in 2004 and went on 
to serve as pastor of St. Ann 
Church in Prairie Village from 
2005-09 before celebrating his 
50th anniversary as a priest, 
and then officially retiring. 

Sort of.
“Don’t say retirement 

around him,” says Father Mi-
chael “Mick” Mulvany, pas-
tor of Corpus Christi Parish 
in Lawrence, where Msgr. 
Krische now serves as pastor 
emeritus to the parish’s 1100 
families.

“I help Father Mulvany,” 
said Msgr. Krische. “Father 
Mulvany respects my retire-
ment — he just opened the 
door for me.”  

 That door has allowed 
Msgr. Krische “to retire to be-
come a priest! I don’t have to 
worry about the budget and 
administration duties. I get to 
teach religion in the elemen-
tary school and RCIA classes. 
I get to celebrate the sacra-
ments and I’m available for 
people who may want to talk 
to a priest.”  

But most importantly, said 
Msgr. Krische, “retirement” 
gives him more time to cele-
brate the Eucharist and spend 
time in quality prayer.

 “Father Mick didn’t have 
an assistant,” said Msgr. 
Krische. “People say we’re 
complementary. He’s fast and 
I’m slow — that’s good, be-
cause we don’t need another 
me around here.”

 “I think he’s enhanced the 
parish,” said Father Mulvany. 
“He doesn’t have a difficult 
time talking to young people, 
teenagers, or older people. He 
has a real rapport with people. 

“I’m just happy to have 
him.”

 Msgr. Krische, a Topeka 
native, began his priesthood 
at St. Agnes Parish in Roeland 
Park while also teaching re-
ligion at Bishop Miege High 
School. From there, he was 
appointed an associate pastor 
at Queen of the Holy Rosary 
in Overland Park, followed by 
an assignment at Most Pure 
Heart of Mary Church in To-
peka, while serving as part-
time chaplain at Washburn 
University. 

 After later serving as full-
time chaplain at Washburn, 

Archbishop Ignatius J. Streck-
er appointed Father Krische as 
director of St. Lawrence Cath-
olic Campus Center. At the 
time, the Catholic Center was 
located in a house and had a 
budget of $32,000, all of which 
came from the archbishop’s 
annual Call to Share appeal. 

During his 28-year tenure 
at St. Lawrence, then-Father 
Krische oversaw the build-
ing of the current center, a 
parking facility for the center, 
and a greatly increased an-
nual budget, most of which 
came through donations and 
fundraising. He also served 
as chaplain to the KU football 
team for two years.

 His campus ministry pro-
gram eventually became so 
well-known that he was invit-
ed by the U.S. bishops to assist 
their editorial committee in 
writing their pastoral letter 
on campus ministries. He also 
strengthened the ties between 
the Catholic faculty members 
at KU and St. Lawrence. In ad-
dition, several of his students 
represented the United States 

at World Youth Day in Paris in 
1997.

But perhaps Msgr. Krische’s 
greatest legacy from his cam-
pus ministry days is not mea-
sured by programs and im-
provements, but by the many 
people he touched — some of 
whom are now priests them-
selves. Among those are Fa-
ther Mitchel Zimmerman, cur-
rent pastor of Christ the King 
in Topeka, and Father Scott 
Wallisch, archdiocesan voca-
tion director, both of whom 
met Msgr. Krische when they 
were students at KU.

“Without Msgr. Krische, I 
wouldn’t be a priest,” said Fa-
ther Zimmerman. “From the 
moment I stepped on the KU 
campus as a freshman in 1992, I 
was inspired by Msgr. Krische 
personally. His zeal and joy 
were inviting and motivating.” 

“I got involved at St. Law-
rence in the choral program 
that was so dear to him,” Fa-
ther Zimmerman continued, 
“and my prayer life and my 
love for the church and her lit-
urgies grew exponentially — 
so much so, that I began think-
ing seriously about becoming 
a priest.”

After meeting Msgr. 
Krische at the Lawrence Cen-
ter as a freshman in 1992, Fa-
ther Wallisch knew that St. 
Lawrence was going “to be a 
good place” for him.

 “The church was beautiful, 
the music was beautiful, the 
liturgy was beautiful, and the 
homily was inspiring,” said Fa-
ther Wallisch. “I think Msgr. 
Krische obviously deserves 
the credit for making St. Law-
rence such a special place.”

Father Wallisch even says 
that Msgr. Krische was the 
one that had the most impact 
on his vocation. 

 “I had 13 years of Catholic 
education, but I didn’t really 
know why we believed what 
we believe until I went to St. 
Lawrence, heard the homi-
lies, and attended classes,” ex-
plained Father Wallisch.

“Students at all different 
places in their faith journey 
would find a place at St. Law-
rence,” he added, “and then 
once they began to feel safe 
and secure, Msgr. Krische and 
his staff were great at drawing 
them to a deeper faith.” 

St. Lawrence organist Deb-
bie Vignatelli Konzem agreed. 
Msgr Krische saw “college age 
kids [as being] at such a criti-
cal time of their lives. He had 
a way to give them a desire to 
stay with their faith and deep-
en it,” she said. 

Masses were full, she said 
— especially the 10 p.m. Sun-
day service that was “packed 
with standing room only.”

“I think it’s a real gift to get 
people to come to church,” 
said Konzem, “because they 
want to — not because they 
have to.”

‘Don’t say retirement’
Despite his official designation, Msgr. Vince Krische is as busy as ever

leaven photo bY caRolYn KabeRlIne

monsignor vince krische visits with brad burke and his son John following mass at Corpus Christi parish in law-
rence. Despite being “retired,” msgr. krische still keeps busy in the same town where he served as director of the 
st. lawrence Catholic Campus Center at the university of kansas for 28 years.

 i think [msgr. Krische’s]  en-
hanced the parish. he doesn’t 

have a difficult time talking to young 
people, teenagers, or older people. he 
has a real rapport with people.”

Father Mick Mulvany,
pastor of Corpus Christi Parish, Lawrence

“


